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From New York to Moscow, Holocaust survivors share memories 


By JEFFREY SCHAEFFER and 
ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Holocaust sur¬ 
vivors sang at Jerusalem's 
Western Wall, danced 
in Paris and lit candles in 
other cities to celebrate 
Hanukkah together, recall¬ 
ing Nazi horrors that Jewish 
community leaders fear 
are fading from the world's 
collective memory. 

An 86-year-old man in 
Moscow described being 
forced by Nazi occupiers 
into a ghetto as a child. 
Elderly survivors in New York 
shared stories Sunday at 
the Museum of Jewish Her¬ 
itage, in the shadow of the 
Statue of Liberty. 


Continued on Page 3 



Survivors of the Holocaust and others gather at the Museum of Jewish Heritage as the Statue of Liberty can be seen through a win¬ 
dow of the museum Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in New York, as they recognize International Holocaust Survivors Night, one of several 
events held around the world. 

Associated Press 



Tel,: +297 586 1717 1 www.batkadlservido.com 
info@boiicadiservido.com I Unit 5 at "The Cove’ 


YtfikA A PHARMACY FOR 
ALL YOUR NEEDS 

0 Full-Service Pharmacy 
0 Competitive p rices 
0 Health, wellness and beauty products 


tfttppfYj + dmingi mqfri Me ► i.-,» *\ 


Join us this, weekend for Live Music on stage, 
Chrislmas Water Shows, Shopping nights 
and much more.,. 

Live Shows 3:30pm ] Christmas Water show 9:30pm 


Lfrca ted jc “Tins Cove 

w+i+M-s ■Iwh'taMn m 


i.l. WUMJIH ILK) 


PALM BEACH 


ARUBA WALK-IN 
CLINIC 

0 Experienced doctor 
0 No appointment necessary 
0 Urgent and non-urgent medical care 

Tel.: +297 588 0539 * Or:+197 594 0539 
V lgbeke.md@gmait.com I Unit 9 at "The Cove" 
































TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 


fl2 lUP FRONT 




AZLRE 1 

BEACH nF^IDFNrE S 

ARUBA 

The Villas 

Only 6 Luxury Villas 

In the Best Location on Eagle Beach 

Azure Beach Residences 

Visit our soles office of Azure Beach Residences. m 

+297 5946395 www.azure-aruba.com m 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


The Aruba Today Newspaper announces 
that due to the holidays, we will not be 
in circulation on Wednesday, December 
25th, 2019 or Thursday, December 26th, 
2019. We will be back on newsstands ev¬ 
erywhere bright and early to serve our 
readers and advertisers first thing in the 
morning, Friday, December 27th. 2019. 
Until then: Season’s Greetings and Hap¬ 
py Holidays from the team at the Aruba 
Today Newspaper and the entire staff at 
Caribbean Speed Printing (CSP). 
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Top baby names in NYC were 
Liam, Emma in 2018, officials say 


NEW YORK (AP) — The most popular baby 
names in New York City last year were 
Liam and Emma, according to data re¬ 
leased by city health officials Monday. 

Of the babies born in New York City in 
2018, there were 779 Liams and 501 Em¬ 
mas, according to the city's Department 
of Health and Mental Hygiene's birth cer¬ 
tificate records. 

The number of births in the city decreased 
from 117,013 in 2017 to 114,296 in 2018, ac¬ 
cording to the city's data. 

Liam has been the top name for boys 
since 2016, and Emma has been the top 
name for girls since 2017. 

Some New Yorkers opted for rarer names: 
There were a handful of girls named Ami- 


nah, Ida and Zadie and boys called Bent¬ 
ley, Lucian and Warren. 

Nine of the top 10 boy names from 2017 
remained on the list in 2018. Jayden was 
dropped from the 2018 list while Alexan¬ 
der was added as the tenth most popular 
name. 

Eight of the top girl names stayed on the 
top 10 list for 2018. Amelia and Chloe 
joined the list as the ninth and tenth most 
popular names in 2018 respectively. 
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Continued from Front 

They worry that today's 
youth in many countries 
don't recognize names of 
Nazi death camps, fall prey 
to anti-Semitic conspiracy 
theories, or don't realize 
that 6 million Jews were 
killed in Hitler's World War II 
extermination campaign. 
Lighting the Hanukkah can¬ 
delabra, France's chief rab¬ 
bi, Haim Korsia, told survi¬ 
vors in Paris, "What you are, 
each of you, is exactly like 
the light.... We will never put 
out the first flame. When we 
transmit the knowledge, 
your experience and when 
we transmit it to others, it 
takes nothing from us and it 
gives to others." 

With folk dancing, festive 
songs and shared meals, 
the ceremonies Sunday 
and Monday also aimed 
to combat the solitude and 
other difficulties many survi¬ 
vors face in old age. 

Some 400,000 Holocaust 
victims are estimated to still 
be alive, about half of them 
in Israel — and as many as 
40% are living in poverty, 
said Ruediger Mahlo of the 
Conference on Jewish Ma¬ 
terial Claims Against Ger¬ 
many, which organized the 
events. 

"We want to make this pub¬ 
lic in order to help them and 
in order that other people 
help them as well," he told 
The Associated Press. 

With tears in their eyes, 
survivors sang Israel's na¬ 
tional anthem together at 
the Western Wall, the holi¬ 
est site in the world where 
Jews can pray. The mood 
turned joyous by the time 


candles were lit, with survi¬ 
vors joining hands, dancing 
in circles and laughing. 

"For me, the holiday of Ha¬ 
nukkah is a holiday of vic¬ 
tory, and it’s very important 
for me to see the light of 
victory," said Amnon Elkiev, 
a survivor originally from the 
Netherlands who came to 
the ceremony with his wife. 
Renowned Nazi hunter 
Serge Klarsfeld was among 
those attending a bitter¬ 
sweet ceremony in Paris, 
where young and old sang 
and prayed together. 

Anna Sterman described 
being "hunted ... like mice" 
as a child near Lyon. Sarah 
Saragoussi, whose parents 
were deported to camps, 
said: "We thought they 
would come back none¬ 
theless. We didn't think 
they were leaving to their 
deaths." 

The gathering in New York 
included some 200 survi¬ 
vors, some wearing winter 
caps, others wearing kip- 
pas. Some smiled as they 
listened to speeches; others 
looked on pensively. They 
touched on recent anti-Se¬ 
mitic attacks in the U.S. and 
on concerns that younger 
generations of Americans 
know little about what they 
went through. 
Hand-in-hand with a rabbi, 
survivor Mikhail Spektr said 
a prayer and lit a Hanukkah 
candelabra in Moscow. He 
then took the microphone 
and sang for members of 
Russia's Jewish community, 
accompanied by a fiddler 
and accordion player. 

As a child when the war be¬ 
gan, Spektr said, he didn't 




realize what was going on. 
When the Nazis came, he 
recalled his grandfather 
telling him that they were 
"a civilized nation, they 
wouldn't do anything to us." 
But he and his family were 
taken to a ghetto on 
Ukraine's western edge 
and held there from 1941 
until the Red Army liberat¬ 
ed it in 1944. 

"We were all sleeping on 
the floor. We lived on the 
territory (of the ghetto), 
isolated from the city by 
barbed wire. The entrance 
was guarded by Nazi sol¬ 
diers and policemen," he 
said. "People who dared 
(to leave) were indeed 
shot." 

Bearing witness is ever 
more important as survivors 
die out. French survivor Su¬ 
zanne Bakon said, "We are 
doing everything while we 
are living so that (the mem¬ 
ory) remains.'Q 



A menorah is seen during an event named 'Survivors Night' in 
Paris, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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House committee raises prospect 
of more impeachment articles 



In this Feb. 22, 2018, file photo White House counsel Don Mc- 
Gahn speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference 
(CPAC), at National Harbor, Md. 

Associated Press 


U.S. allocates $175 
million in military 
aid to Baltics in 2020 


By ERIC TUCKER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

House Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee held open the pos¬ 
sibility Monday of recom¬ 
mending additional articles 
of impeachment against 
President Donald Trump 
as it pressed anew for the 
testimony of former White 
House counsel Don Mc- 
Gahn. 

The committee wants a 
federal appeals court to 
order McGahn to testify as 
it examines potential ob¬ 
struction of justice by the 
president during special 
counsel Robert Mueller's 
Russia investigation. The 
committee says McGahn's 
testimony could also be 
useful for any Senate im¬ 
peachment trial. 

A judge last month direct¬ 
ed McGahn to comply 
with the House Judiciary 
Committee subpoena, 
and a Washington-based 
appeals court is scheduled 
to hear arguments Jan. 3. 

In a court filing Monday, 
lawyers for the committee 
said McGahn's testimony 
remains essential even 
though the House has al¬ 
ready voted to impeach 
Trump on two charges re¬ 
lated to his interactions 


with Ukraine rather than on 
actions uncovered during 
Mueller's Russia probe. 

"If McGahn's testimony pro¬ 
duces new evidence sup¬ 
porting the conclusion that 
President Trump commit¬ 
ted impeachable offenses 
that are not covered by 
the Articles approved by 
the House, the Committee 
will proceed accordingly 
— including, if necessary, 
by considering whether to 
recommend new articles 
of impeachment," lawyers 
for the Democratic-led 
committee wrote. 

The committee also said 
McGahn's testimony is im¬ 
portant for the committee's 


oversight role of the FBI and 
the Justice Department, 
"including in determining 
whether those agencies 
are operating free from 
improper political interfer¬ 
ence." 

Democrats on the Judicia¬ 
ry Committee subpoenaed 
McGahn well before the 
start this fall of an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry centered 
around Trump's request to 
Ukraine's president that he 
investigate Democratic ri¬ 
val Joe Biden and his son, 
as well as an unsubstanti¬ 
ated conspiracy theory 
alleging Ukraine's interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 U.S. presi¬ 
dential election. □ 


HELSINKI (AP) —The United 
States has allocated $175 
million in military aid to the 
Baltic countries of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania for 
2020, the Estonian defense 
ministry said Monday. 

The three countries are 
NATO members and all of 
them border Russia. 

The Estonian defense min¬ 
istry said that along with 
$125 million in general mili¬ 
tary aid, Washington has 
for the first time earmarked 
a separate $50 million bud¬ 
get line to boost air defense 
capabilities of the three 
ex-Soviet republics — seen 
by many military experts a 
weak area in their current 
defense. 

The overall aim of U.S. mili¬ 
tary aid to Tallinn, Riga and 
Vilnius is to strengthen "the 
deterrence and defense 
posture in the Baltic States 
including in the area of 
airspace and especially in 
the field of air defense," Es¬ 
tonian Defense Minister Juri 
Luik said in a statement. 

The three Baltic nations, 
which joined NATO in 2004, 
are all staunch allies of 
Washington. 

They have been highly wor¬ 


ried over what they have 
perceived to be waning 
interest by U.S. President 
Donald Trump's admin¬ 
istration in trans-Atlantic 
relations and NATO's joint 
defense commitment, par¬ 
ticularly since Trump had 
earlier called the military 
alliance obsolete. 

But Estonia sees the U.S. 
military aid as a sign that 
Washington's commitment 
to NATO and the Baltic 
states is strong. 

"Our (U.S.) ally clearly con¬ 
firms its commitment to 
(NATO's) collective de¬ 
fense on Europe's eastern 
flank," Luik said in a state¬ 
ment, referring to the finan¬ 
cial aid. 

As Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania have no fighter 
aircraft, NATO fighter jets 
are responsible for policing 
Baltic airspace on a four- 
month rotational basis from 
bases in Estonia and Lithu¬ 
ania. Luik stressed "the tran¬ 
sition from (Baltic) air polic¬ 
ing to air defense requires 
a common decision from 
all (NATO) allies, but the 
U.S. position and practical 
support are of great impor¬ 
tance." □ 




RENAISSANCE MALL, WHERE 

Stute & Soj?nJ£tio^tlovv 

ARE ALWAYS IN VOGUE 


louis vurnoN |ouca] dolce a gab ban a 

ROLEX [ PRADA | CARTIER | MICHAEL HORS 
CAHOUNA HERRERA | KATE SPADE | RALPH LAUREN 


Open Mondays through Saturdays 10am ■ 
LG. Smith fllvd 92, OrtrtjMtad 

RB RcfiDht-ba net Mall 


7pm 


R 

RENAISSANCE' 





























U.S. NEWS If 15 


TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 2019 



WEDNESDAYS 


Angela 


MaBr^Guitara) 


Zanelti 


Paella, wine & more 


JE YRAUSQUIN Blvd 83 +297 280 8448 
Between Barcelo and Hilton 

FREE parking in Barcelo Resort 
Rsvn: www.bohemianaruba.com 


U.S. awards immigration detention contracts in California 



In this Aug. 28, 2019, file photo, the Adelanto U.S. Immigration 
and Enforcement Processing Center operated by GEO Group, 
Inc. (GEO), a Florida-based company specializing in privatized 
corrections, is viewed in Adelanto, Calif. 

Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 

Trump administration 

awarded billions of dol¬ 
lars in contracts for private 
companies to operate im¬ 
migration detention cen¬ 
ters in California — less 
than two weeks before a 
new state law takes effect 
to prohibit them. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
a bill in October to ban 
contracts for for-profit pris¬ 
ons starting Jan. 1. Support¬ 
ers hoped the law would 
force U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to 
look elsewhere after cur¬ 
rent contracts expire. 
However, a federal website 
posted long-term awards 
on Friday worth a com¬ 
bined $6.8 billion for deten¬ 
tion facilities in San Diego, 
Calexico, Adelanto and 
Bakersfield. The sites will 
house about 4,000 detain¬ 
ees, with capacity to ex¬ 
pand in the future. 


ICE said the contracts were 
not subject to the new 
state law, deflecting criti¬ 
cism that the timing was 
meant to circumvent it. 
Paige Hughes, an agency 
spokeswoman, said ICE 
believed the new con¬ 
tracts will limit transfers of 
detainees outside Califor¬ 
nia, where they would be 
farther from family, friends 
and legal representatives. 
"State laws aimed at ob¬ 
structing federal law en¬ 
forcement are inappropri¬ 
ate and harmful," Hughes 
said. 

The governor's office had 
no immediate comment 
when contacted Monday. 
When he signed the bill, 
Newsom said private pris¬ 
ons contribute to excessive 
incarceration, including 
of immigrants and asylum- 
seekers. 

"These for-profit prisons do 
not reflect our values," he 


said at the time. 

A state Senate analysis of 
Assembly 32 said the Trump 
administration would like¬ 
ly sue to block the law, 
partly by arguing that is is 
preempted by federal im¬ 
migration law. The analysis 
predicted the state would 
prevail in court. 

The GEO Group Inc. won 
two five-year extensions 
— one to operate the de¬ 
tention center in Adelan¬ 
to, with capacity for 2,690 
beds, and another to run 
the facility in Bakersfield, 
with capacity for 1,800 
beds. The two contracts 
are worth more than $3.7 
billion, 

GEO said Monday the con¬ 
tracts would provide more 
than $200 million in annual 
revenue and 1,200 jobs. 
CoreCivic Inc. won an ex¬ 
tension worth $2.1 billion 
to operate an immigration 
detention center in San 


Diego, with capacity for 
1,994 beds. Management 
& Training Corp. won a 
contract for $679 million to 
operate a facility in Calex¬ 
ico with capacity for 704 
beds. 

California, with its large im¬ 
migrant populations and 


border with Mexico, is a ma¬ 
jor priority for ICE, which has 
found itself increasingly un¬ 
welcome under state laws. 
As the number of ICE de¬ 
tainees nationwide topped 
56,000 earlier this year, the 
agency held more people 
in central Louisiana. □ 


Virginia pastors give over $17,000 to pay student meal debts 


STAFFORD, Va. (AP) — The 

holidays came early for 
some Virginia families strug¬ 
gling to pay school lunch 
debt. 

Three Virginia pastors used 
more than $17,000 from 
their church's budget to 
pay off meal debt at two 
local school systems. 

"It seemed like a good 
idea, (but) we didn't know 
if there was a need be¬ 
cause no one ever seems 
to talk about this," said the 
Rev. Jerry Williams, a pas¬ 


tor at Mount Ararat Baptist 
Church. "So we called the 
school systems. And gosh, 
wow, was there a need." 
Williams, the Rev. Brian Ben¬ 
nett and the Rev. Andrew 
Segre gave $10,500 to Staf¬ 
ford County Public Schools 
and close to $7,000 to 
Spotsylvania County Public 
Schools, which wiped out 
balances across the dis¬ 
trict, news outlets reported. 
Keana Butler, principal 
of Park Ridge Elementary 
School in Stafford, said she 


was skeptical when the 
pastors emailed her about 
students' meal debt. She 
said usually parent-teacher 
groups and members of her 
own staff pay out of pocket 
to help reduce the debt. 

"I was overwhelmed by the 
generosity," Butler said. 
About 75% of schools dis¬ 
tricts nationally reported 
unpaid meal debt, with 
the median amount per 
school being about $2,500, 
according to The Washing¬ 
ton Post, which cited the 


national School Nutrition 
Association. The median 
amount of unpaid debt 
increased 70% from the 
2012-2013 school year. The 
Washington Post reported 
students across Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., Maryland and Vir¬ 
ginia owe nearly a $500,000 
in meal debt. The Post also 
reported that although the 
National School Lunch Pro¬ 
gram allows some students 
to get free or reduced- 
price meals, many families 
who barely fail to qualify 


for federal aid still struggle 
to pay for school break¬ 
fast and lunch five days a 
week. Williams said neither 
he nor the other pastors 
were aware of the meal 
debt statistics. They intend 
to pay off the debt again. 
He said he hopes their ac¬ 
tions bring more awareness 
to the growing debt. 

"This is not a churchy thing," 
Williams said. "This — help¬ 
ing children and families — 
this is a thing that anyone 
can do.'Q 
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Gender gap opens among Hispanics who could be key in 2020 



In this Friday, Dec. 13, 2019, photograph, Colorado Springs, Colo., council members Yolanda 
Avila and Andres Pico are shown in a city office in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Associated Press 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(AP) — Yolanda Avila and 
Andres Pico are friends 
who sit next to each other 
on the Colorado Springs' 
city council. But politically 
the two couldn't be further 
apart — Avila is a durable 
Democrat and Pico an un¬ 
flinching Republican. 

It's a split that's common 
across the country, as His¬ 
panics are divided along 
gender lines. Overall, Lati¬ 
nos are far more likely to be 
Democrats than Republi¬ 
cans, but Hispanic men are 
more likely than Hispanic 
women to vote Republi¬ 
can. 

Last year, as about two- 
thirds of Latinos backed 
Democrats, Hispanic wom¬ 
en were 9 percentage 
points more likely to vote 
for them than Hispanic 
men, according to AP Vo- 
teCast, a national survey 
of more than 115,000 mid¬ 
term voters, including 7,738 
Latinos. Though Hispanics 
started from a more Dem¬ 
ocratic baseline — 61% 
of men still backed that 
party's candidates in 2018 
— the gender divide in the 
group was comparable to 


the split among white men 
and women. 

Data from Pew Research 
Center shows the gap has 
widened since 2012. 

"You do see the Latino pop¬ 
ulation reflect the same 
divides as among the U.S. 
population as a whole," 
said Mark Hugo Lopez of 
the Pew Hispanic Center. 


"All these pieces begin to 
tell a story of integration." 
The emerging divide high¬ 
lights the complexity of 
what is now the nation's 
largest minority group be¬ 
fore a presidential election 
where immigration and 
identity will be core issues. 
President Donald Trump 
is hoping that his inroads 


among Hispanics will help 
him win the pivotal swing 
state of Florida, and pos¬ 
sibly provide enough sup¬ 
port to threaten Demo¬ 
crats in states like New 
Mexico and Nevada. Still, 
the gender gap has tradi¬ 
tionally helped Democrats 
because women are more 
likely to vote than men, so 
that party benefits more 
from its disproportionate 
support among women. 
Over the past two de¬ 
cades, immigrants from 
Latin America have in¬ 
creasingly been women, 
often bringing children 
north, sometimes trying to 
rejoin partners who left ear¬ 
lier, when Latin American 
immigration to the United 
States was predominantly 
male. Newer arrivals in the 
country are more likely to 
vote Democratic when 
they attain citizenship. 
Additionally, Hispanic 
women have become 
more likely to earn college 
degrees than their male 
counterparts. 

"Latinos have a much more 
positive relationship with 
U.S. institutions like schools," 
said Jessica Lavariega 
Monforti, a dean at Califor¬ 
nia Lutheran University who 
has studied the Latino gen¬ 
der gap and noted Hispan¬ 
ic men have higher rates of 
incarceration. "For Latino 
men in particular, and for 
a lesser extent Latinos, this 


is about wrapping yourself 
up in American identity, 
wrapping yourself in the 
flag," she said of men sup¬ 
porting the GOP. 

Trump, and his alpha-male 
projection of masculinity, 
also has appeal. "There is 
a certain 'manliness' that 
comes with being part of 
the Republican Party" now, 
Monforti said. 

In Las Vegas, Jesus Mar¬ 
quez, a Trump-supporting 
talk radio host, says he no¬ 
tices that people backing 
the president who call into 
his Spanish-language show 
lean male. He said there's 
been considerable social 
pressure for Latinos of all 
genders not to admit to 
backing Trump. 

"Males might be a little 
more outspoken on that," 
Marquez said. Jacqueline 
Armendariz, a Democratic 
organizer, has seen the 
gender gap among Lati¬ 
nos firsthand while working 
for an abortion rights group 
along the Texas border. 
The group was almost all 
Hispanic women. "A man 
can feel the luxury of feel¬ 
ing that's not related to 
their own life-and-death 
situation," Armendariz said 
of abortion rights. 
Armendariz noted that, in 
today's polarized political 
world, voters are constantly 
being forced to choose 
sides. "Is machismo a fac¬ 
tor? Maybe," she said. "For 
that to translate into what 
we see in voting data right 
now doesn't surprise me." 
The split is evident among 
the handful of elected His¬ 
panic officials in Colorado 
Springs, a conservative city 
70 miles south of Denver. 
The three elected Repub¬ 
licans in the county are all 
men — Pico, county com¬ 
missioner Longinos Gonza¬ 
lez and a state legislator, 
Dave Williams. Avila, for 
whom Armendariz once 
worked, is the only Demo¬ 
crat and only woman. 

Pico, 68, has considered 
himself a Republican ever 
since he joined the military 
decades ago. "I always 
found conservatives would 
find a way to solve a prob¬ 
lem and Democrats would 
find a way to feel good 
about it," the retired Naval 
flight officer saidO 



Aruba Hotel & Tourism Association 
wishesjou a joyful Christmas, 
and a 2020 filled with appreciation, 
collaboration and success! 

























AY 


Baba Ram Dass, spiritual guru 
and LSD pioneer, dies at 88 



In this Oct. 21, 1998 file photo. Ram Dass, best known for the 
1971 bestseller "Be Here Now," smiles during an interview at his 
San Anselmo, Calif., home. 

Associated Press 


MAUI, Hawaii (AP) — Baba 
Ram Dass, the 1960s coun¬ 
terculture spiritual leader 
who experimented with 
LSD and traveled to India to 
find enlightenment, return¬ 
ing to share it with Ameri¬ 
cans, has died. He was 88. 
Dass’ foundation, Love 
Serve Remember, an¬ 
nounced late Sunday that 
the author and spiritual 
leader died peacefully at 
his home earlier in the day. 
No cause of death was 
given. 

He had suffered a severe 
stroke in 1997 that left him 
paralyzed on the right side 
and, for a time, unable to 
speak. More recently, he 
underwent hip surgery af¬ 
ter he was injured in a fall in 
November 2008, according 
to his website. 

"I had really thought about 
checking out, but your 
love and your prayers con¬ 
vinced me not to do it. ... 
It's just beautiful," he told 
followers in a videotaped 
message at the time from 
his hospital bed in Hawaii. 
Over the years, Ram Dass 
— born Richard Alpert — 
associated with the likes 
of Timothy Leary and Allen 
Ginsberg. He wrote about 
his experiences with drugs, 
set up projects to help pris¬ 
oners and those facing ter¬ 
minal illness and sought to 
enlighten others about the 
universal struggle with ag¬ 
ing. 

But he was best known for 
the 1971 "Be Here Now," 
written after his trip to India. 
The spiritual primer found 
its way into thousands of 
backpacks around the 
world. 

"I want to share with you the 
parts of the internal journey 
that never get written up 
in the mass media ...," he 
wrote. "I'm not interested in 
what you read in the Sat¬ 
urday Evening Post about 
LSD. This is the story of what 
goes on inside a human 
being who is undergoing all 
these experiences." 

Among his other books 
were "How Can I Help?" 
and "Compassion in Ac¬ 
tion" and "Still Here: Em¬ 
bracing Aging, Changing, 
and Dying." 


"In the 60s, I was an uncle 
for a movement," he told 
The Associated Press in 
1998. "I was always showing 
people where they could 
go. I went east, and then 
there was a big movement 
east." 

Now, he said, "the baby 
boomers are getting old 
— and I'm learning how to 
get old for them. That's my 
role." 

The Boston-born son of a 
prominent attorney. Ram 
Dass entered the public 
sphere in the early 1960s as 
a young Harvard psychol¬ 
ogy professor. Alpert, as he 
was then known, earned a 
doctorate at Stanford Uni¬ 
versity. 

He and Leary, a Harvard 
colleague, began a series 
of experiments with hallu¬ 
cinogenic mushrooms and 
LSD, giving the drugs to pris¬ 
oners, philosophers and stu¬ 
dents to study their effects. 
Ram Dass later wrote that 
he tried psilocybin, the 
compound found in hal¬ 
lucinogenic mushrooms, in 
Leary's living room. 

"I peered into the semidark¬ 
ness and recognized none 
other than myself in cap 
and gown and hood," he 
wrote. "It was as if that part 
of me, which was a Har¬ 
vard professor, had sepa¬ 
rated or dissociated itself 
from me." 

The experiments got him 
and Leary kicked out of 
Harvard in 1963. 

"It was a little too sensation¬ 
al," Ram Dass said in 1998. 
"We were the starters of it." 
He and Leary retreated to 
an upstate New York man¬ 
sion that drew Beat Gen¬ 
eration figures Ginsberg, 
William Burroughs and Jack 
Kerouac. 

By the late 1960s, LSD and 
other hallucinogens had 
become part of pop cul¬ 
ture and a rite of passage 
for many young Americans. 
But Alpert eventually sought 
a way to reach a state 
of enlightenment without 
drugs. Following Ginsberg's 
advice, he headed to India 
in 1967, where he met the 
man who became his guru, 
Neem Karoli Baba. 

There, his guru introduced 


him to yoga, meditation. 
Buddhism and Sufism, and 
gave him the name Ram 
Dass, Hindi for "servant of 
God." (He is often called 
Baba Ram Dass; "baba" is 
an honorary title.) 

Ram Dass wrote "Be Here 
Now" when he returned to 
the United States. Around 
the same time, he told 
The New York Times that 
he had turned away from 
drugs, saying: "I don't want 
to break the law, since that 
leads to fear and para¬ 
noia." 

In 1974, Ram Dass founded 
the Hanuman Foundation, 
which set up programs 
such as the Prison Ashram 
Project to introduce in¬ 
mates to spirituality. He also 


helped create the Seva 
Foundation, which works 
to prevent blindness and 
helps community groups 
in developing countries. 
His Love Serve Remember 
Foundation is dedication 
to preserving his teachings 
and those of Neem Karoli 
Baba. 

Ram Dass lived for many 


years in the quiet town of 
San Anselmo, Calif., about 
20 miles (32 kilometers) 
north of San Francisco, sur¬ 
rounded by the markers of 
his life straddling East and 
West: Japanese prints and 
statues of Buddha, sea- 
shells from the South Pacific 
and a well-used player pi¬ 
ano. □ 
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Holiday blues: French strikes hit Christmas shopping season 



A striking train worker holds a box to collect -funds for striking workers in front of riot police officers 
outside the the Gare de Lyon train station, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019 in Paris. 

Associated Press 


By NICOLAS GARRIGA 
ANGELA CHARLTON 
PARIS (AP) — Last year, it 
was the yellow vest pro¬ 
tests. This year, it's the strikes 
that have crippled Paris. 
The Christmas holidays 
aren't proving to be a lu¬ 
crative - or indeed merry 

- time for boutiques in the 
capital. 

Or, for that matter, oyster 
vendors. Or hotels, or cafes. 
Decorative lights still shim¬ 
mer along the French capi¬ 
tal's glamorous avenues 
and illuminate its breath¬ 
taking monuments, but 
that's not enough to bring 
back the business that re¬ 
tailers have lost since train 
drivers and others went on 
strike Dec. 5. 

Monday marked Day 19 of 
the strikes over President 
Emmanuel Macron's plans 
to redesign the national 
pension system, which 
unions see as a threat to 
the French welfare system 
and way of life. 

A wildcat protest by union 
activists Monday disrupted 
traffic on one of only two 
Paris subway lines that's 
been functioning normally 

— and prevented shop¬ 


pers from reaching the 
shopping mecca along the 
Champs-Elysees. 

Those driving to the capi¬ 
tal to shop sometimes face 
hours of traffic, and battles 
or long waits for scarce 
parking spots. 

"It's very difficult. I usually 
go the Galeries Lafayette 
several times, walk through 
Paris to buy things, but this 


time I gave that up," said 
Marie Lesage, a 32-year- 
old Parisian. 

So she decided to shop 
online or in little boutiques 
close to work. 

Overall estimates of retail 
losses vary, but they're hit¬ 
ting across the board. Toy 
stores, florists and foie gras 
sellers. Train station cafes, 
brasseries or burger shops. 


The Paris government is of¬ 
fering 2.5 million euros in tax 
breaks to city merchants, 
and the central govern¬ 
ment is offering to delay 
400 million euros in tax pay¬ 
ments until next year. But 
the Paris region Chamber 
of Commerce says that's 
not enough. 

The chamber estimates re¬ 
tail sales in central Paris are 


down 30% from last year. 
Galeries Lafayette alone 
registered a 50% drop in 
sales the first day of the 
strike, it said. 

Pascal Bouaziz, owner of a 
high-end electronics shop 
in the tony 8th district of 
Paris, estimates sales are 
down a third from a normal 
December. 

"We are in a business neigh¬ 
borhood, so people finish 
work ... and usually during 
the holiday season they 
come in, they buy their 
products and they calm¬ 
ly return home. But now 
they're scared to miss their 
train, so at 5 p.m. they're 
running to get home," he 
told The Associated Press. 
"We understand them. Be¬ 
cause of this, we have few¬ 
er customers than usual." 
Some shops struggle to stay 
open because their own 
employees can't get to 
work. 

Online deliveries are some¬ 
times delayed by tangled 
traffic - a problem that's 
making last-minute shop¬ 
pers nervous the day be¬ 
fore Christmas Eve, when 
French families often ex¬ 
change giftsO 
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Putin opens railway 
bridge to Crimea 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 
Monday inaugurated a 
massive railway bridge to 
Crimea, which Russia an¬ 
nexed from Ukraine in 2014. 
Putin rode a commuter 
train for the opening of 
the 19-kilometer (11.9-mile) 
bridge, which is the longest 
in Europe. 

The $3.6-billion project is in¬ 
tended to bolster links be¬ 
tween Russia and Crimea 
by increasing the transport 
of cargo and encouraging 
the flow of tourists. 

Putin congratulated con¬ 
struction workers on com¬ 
pleting the bridge, saying 
that "it has proven our abil¬ 
ity to carry out large-scale 
infrastructure projects." 

He said that 14 million pas¬ 
sengers and about 13 mil¬ 
lion tons of cargo are ex¬ 
pected to move across the 


bridge next year. 

While passenger traf¬ 
fic across the bridge was 
launched Monday, cargo 
trains will start rolling across 
it next July, said Transport 
Minister Yevgeny Ditrikh. 
Russia annexed Crimea in 
March 2014 on the grounds 
that the residents of the 
peninsula voted to join up 
with Russia. The move has 
met with widespread inter¬ 
national censure, including 
U.S. and EU sanctions on 
Russia. 

Ukraine has also blocked 
shipment of supplies via its 
territory to Crimea, and a 
ferry crossing from Russian 
Black Sea ports is often in¬ 
terrupted by gales. Car traf¬ 
fic across a parallel bridge 
for cars across the Kerch 
Strait between the Black 
Sea and the Sea of Azov 
opened in May 2018.Q 
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Germany argues over migrant children 
on Greek islands 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German gov¬ 
ernment officials are reject¬ 
ing an opposition leader’s 
call for the country unilater¬ 
ally to take in migrant chil¬ 
dren stuck in overcrowded 
camps on Greek islands. 
Robert Habeck, a co¬ 
leader of the Green party, 
said in an interview with 
Sunday's Frankfurter Allge- 
meine Sonntagszeitung 
newspaper that "it is an 
imperative of humanity to 
help quickly" and get some 
4,000 children out of the 
camps. 

He noted that some Ger¬ 
man states have said 
they're ready to help. Asked 
whether Germany should 
go ahead even if other Eu¬ 
ropean countries don't also 
take in migrants, he replied: 
"Yes. In any case, everyone 
will never join in." 

But government officials 
made clear that they don't 
want to let other European 
countries, many of which 
have been reluctant to 
take in any migrants, off 
the hook. 

Government spokeswom¬ 
an Ulrike Demmer said 
Monday that Germany 
wants to help improve the 
living conditions of all con¬ 
cerned, but added: "We 
are seeking a European 
solution for the future, and 
Germany can't do that uni¬ 
laterally." 

Gerd Mueller, the devel¬ 
opment aid minister, told 
the Passauer Neue Presse 
newspaper that "the chil- 


ARUBA 



dren can and must best be 
helped on the spot." 

Under a 2016 deal between 
the European Union and 
Turkey to stop migrant flows 
into Europe, those who ar¬ 
rive on Greek islands from 
the nearby Turkish coast 
are held in island camps 
pending deportation un¬ 
less they successfully apply 
for asylum in Greece. 

The deal, coupled with an 


increase in new arrivals 
since the summer, has led 
to deteriorating conditions 
in overcrowded camps 
on the eastern Aegean is¬ 
lands. 

Greece's 6-month-old gov¬ 
ernment has vowed to 
move about 20,000 people 
off the islands and into oth¬ 
er migrant and refugee fa¬ 
cilities on the mainland by 
early 2020.Q 



In this Monday, Oct. 28, 2019 file photo Green party co-chair¬ 
man Robert Habeck addresses the media during a press con¬ 
ference in Berlin, Germany. 

Associated Press 
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Welcome Glass of Sparkling Bubbles 

Appetizer 

Spicy Cauliflower Buffalo Wings 

Crispy {gluten flour) coated cauliflower wings glazed 
with buffalo hot sauce, served with vegan ranch dressing 


Piccalilli Gazpacho 

Refreshing cold soup made with pickled vegetables and chefs secrete blend of 
spices, served with warm and crispy red quinoa bouquet 

Amuse Bouche 

Chefs Surprise 

Entree 

Stuffed Corn Chips and Avocado 

Marinated grilled zucchini and a crispy tortilla corn chip 
stuffed with sauteed garlic spinach and mushrooms, 
topped with fresh avocado and mango salsa 

or 

Rad Beat Wellington 

Fresh steamed red beets coated with a homemade vegan puff pastry dough, 
served with saffron aioii and steamed vegetables 

ar 

Garbanzo Steak 

Homemade vegan steak made from Garbanzo beans and vital wheal gluten 
onion, cumin, coriander and a hint of garlic 
served with sleamad baby potatoes, green asparagus and chimichurri sauce 


Dessert 

Chocolate Hazelnut Tart 

Served with fruit sorbet 


Caribbean Snickers Bar 

Served with fruit sorbet 




Coffee | Tea 


l Lee?* 

bistro 


Available December 1 - 26 2019 


Price per person $42.50 excl. 15% service charge St inch 6% government taxes 

Regular menu also available this evening | Reservations required | Irausquin Boulevard 55, Eagle Beach 
T +297 52 2 3444 | www.mancheboiom | ikesbistro@manchebo.com | 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm S45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Saudi sentences 5 to death for Jamal Khashoggi's killing 



Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi speaks during a news confer- 

Associated Press 


By ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI 
AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— A court in Saudi Arabia 
on Monday sentenced five 
people to death for the kill¬ 
ing of Washington Post col¬ 
umnist Jamal Khashoggi, 
who was murdered in the 
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul 
last year by a team of Sau¬ 
di agents. 

Saudi Arabia's state-run 
Al-Ekhbariya TV channel 
reported that three others 
were sentenced to prison. 
All can appeal the verdicts. 
The Saudi crown prince, 
Mohammed bin Salman, 
had drawn international 
condemnation for the kill¬ 
ing because several Saudi 
agents involved worked di¬ 
rectly for him. The kingdom 
denies that Prince Moham¬ 
med had any involvement 
or knowledge of the opera¬ 
tion. 

State TV also reported the 
Saudi attorney general's 
investigation showed that 
the crown prince's for¬ 


In this Dec. 15, 2014, file photo, 
ence in Manama, Bahrain. 


mer top adviser, Saud al- 
Qahtani, had no proven 
involvement in the killing. 
Al-Qahtani, however, has 
been sanctioned by the 
United States for his alleged 


role in the operation. 

The court also ruled that 
the Saudi consul-general 
in Istanbul at the time, Mo¬ 
hammed al-Otaibi, was 
not guilty. He was released 


from prison after the ver¬ 
dicts were announced, ac¬ 
cording to state TV. 

After holding nine sessions, 
the trial concluded that 
there was no previous in¬ 


tent by those found guilty 
to murder, according to 
state TV. 

The trials of the accused 
were carried out in near 
total secrecy, though a 
handful of diplomats, in¬ 
cluding from Turkey, as well 
as members of Khashoggi's 
family were allowed to at¬ 
tend the sessions. In total, 
11 people were on trial for 
Khashoggi's death in the 
kingdom. 

The verdicts were read 
by Shaalan al-Shaalan, a 
spokesperson from the at¬ 
torney general's office, and 
broadcast on state TV. No 
names were given for those 
found guilty. The attorney 
general's office also said it 
is looking into the verdicts, 
which were issued by Ri¬ 
yadh's criminal court, to see 
whether to move ahead in 
the appellate court. 

The three suspects in eh 
case who face prison time 
were sentenced to a total 
of 24 years, but no individu¬ 
al breakdown for each per¬ 
son was given. Q 


Poor air quality keeps schools closed in Iran's capital 



Thick smog blankets the skyline obscuring nearby mountains in 
Tehran, Iran, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NASSER KARIMI 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Dan¬ 
gerously poor air quality 
forced Iran's government 
on Monday to extend 
school closures in the capi¬ 
tal Tehran, a city home to 
over 10 million people. 
Schools have been closed 
since Saturday and will re¬ 
main shut until Wednesday, 
the end of Iran's workweek, 
according to the official 
IRNA news agency. 

Nearby mountains were 
completely obscured by 
the a thick layer of air 
pollution called an inver¬ 


sion that’s been hovering 
over the capital since last 
month. 

The smog is mostly caused 
by heavy traffic as well as 
factory pollution, accord¬ 
ing to Tehran's provincial 
governor. It's been wors¬ 
ened by a lack of wind and 
rain. 

Tehran's air is among the 
most polluted in the world. 
Similar school closures 
were in effect in other cit¬ 
ies as well. Still, despite the 
pollution, many students 
seemed to be enjoying 
their extended vacation, 


according to one school¬ 
teacher in Tehran, Maryam 
Lavasani. 

But the smog doesn't only 
affect children. Zahra Ali- 
pour, a 60-year-old home¬ 
maker with a chronic lung 
condition, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that she has 
trouble just going outside. 
"Breathing is really difficult 
for me. What can I do? If 
I don't leave home, how 
can I take care of my daily 
jobs? And when I come out 
of the house, the air pol¬ 
lution really hurts me," she 
saidO 
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China, South Korea look to improve ties with Beijing summit 



In this image from video. South Korean President Moon Jae-in, left, shakes hands with his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping as they pose for photographers ahead of their meeting at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The leaders 
of South Korea and China 
said Monday that they 
look forward to improved 
ties following a protracted 
disagreement over the 
deployment of a U.S. anti¬ 
missile system that Beijing 
considers a threat. 

South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in told Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping that while 
the sides may have felt "dis¬ 
appointed toward each 
other for a while," their 
shared culture and his¬ 
tory prevented them from 
becoming completely es¬ 
tranged. 

"It is hoped that South Ko¬ 
rea's dream becomes 
helpful for China as Chi¬ 
na's dream becomes an 
opportunity for South Ko¬ 
rea," Moon said in open¬ 
ing remarks before report¬ 
ers were ushered from the 
room. 

In his opening comments at 


the meeting at the Great 
Hall of the People in the 
center of Beijing, Xi de¬ 
scribed bilateral ties as "a 


substantial relationship in 
the world and an influential 
relationship among world 
nations." 


Ties between the northeast¬ 
ern neighbors nosedived in 
2017 after Seoul accepted 
the emplacement of the 


Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defense, or THAAD, system 
in southern South Korea. 
Beijing insists its real pur¬ 
pose is to use its powerful 
radars to peer deep into 
its territory, rather than to 
warn of North Korean mis¬ 
sile launches and shoot 
them down. 

Furious at being snubbed, 
China launched an un¬ 
official boycott of every¬ 
thing from Chinese tour 
group visits to South Korea 
to South Korean television 
shows, boy bands and oth¬ 
er cultural products. Major 
South Korean retailer Lotte, 
which provided a golf 
course where the missile 
system was deployed, was 
singled out for especially 
harsh treatment and its 
China business operations 
were essentially destroyed. 
Even sales of ubiquitous 
South Korean auto brands 
such as Hyundai and Kia 
plunged for months. □ 


New construction seen at missile-related site in North Korea 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

A new satellite image of a 
factory where North Korea 
makes military equipment 
used to launch long-range 
missiles shows the construc¬ 
tion of a new structure. 

The release of several im¬ 
ages from Planet Labs 
comes amid concern that 
North Korea could launch 
a rocket or missile as it 
seeks concessions in stalled 
nuclear negotiations with 
the United States. 

North Korea has warned 
that what "Christmas gift" it 
gives the U.S. depends on 
what action Washington 


takes. 

One of the satellite images 
taken on Dec. 19 shows the 
completion of a new struc¬ 
ture at the March 16 Facto¬ 
ry near Pyongyang, where 
North Korea is believed to 
be developing and manu¬ 
facturing vehicles used as 
mobile launchers for long- 
range ballistic missiles. 
Jeffrey Lewis, director of 
the East Asia nonprolifera¬ 
tion program at the Mid- 
dlebury Institute, said in an 
email that the construction 
seemed to be an expan¬ 
sion of the factory, which 
would be "big news." 


North Korea used what 
appeared to be vehicles 
imported from China dur¬ 
ing its three flight tests of 
the Hwasong-14 and -15 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles in 2017, Lewis said. 
An increased capacity to 
produce mobile launchers 
would potentially help ex¬ 
pand North Korea's ICBM 
force and improve its sur¬ 
vivability during nuclear 
conflict. "As far as I know. 
North Korea only imported 
eight of those vehicles," 
Lewis said about the vehi¬ 
cles the North used during 
the 2017 tests.Q 



This Dec. 19, 2019, satellite image from Planet Lab Inc., that 
has been analyzed by experts at the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies, shows the March 1 6 Factory in Pyongsong, 
near Pyongyang, where North Korea manufactures military 
trucks used as mobile launchers for long-range missiles. 

Associated Press 
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Buzz over Venezuela's Guaido fades as Maduro holds firm 





In this Dec. 16, 2019 photo, Venezuela's National Assembly President and self-proclaimed interim 
President Juan Guaido speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in Caracas, Venezu¬ 
ela. 

Associated Press 


By SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Tour operator Alejandro 
Palacios joined hundreds 
of thousands of Venezue¬ 
lans protesting in the streets 
early this year, wanting to 
believe that things would 
finally change in the coun¬ 
try as upstart opposition 
leader Juan Guaido rallied 
international support and 
promised a swift end to 
President Nicolas Maduro's 
rule. 

To Palacios, Guaido 
seemed different from the 
string of past opposition 
leaders who had chal¬ 
lenged Maduro and his 
predecessor, the late Hugo 
Chavez, over 20 years of 
increasingly authoritarian 
socialist rule. 

The United States and doz¬ 
ens of nations had thrown 
their support behind the 
youthful congressional 
leader, recognizing him 
as the country's legitimate 
president, arguing that 
Maduro's re-election was 
invalidated by fraud and a 
ban on most opponents. 
And there seemed to be 
signs that the military might 
heed Guaido's repeated 
calls for soldiers to aban¬ 
don Maduro. A few joined 
him in the streets in a quick¬ 
ly quelled uprising. The U.S. 
and other nations sent car¬ 
avans of aid to Venezuela's 
borders to be distributed 
by Guaido's backers, and 
they were put in charge of 
many Venezuelan embas¬ 
sies and assets abroad. 
Then February turned to 
March, and the months 
marched by. No interna¬ 
tional aid made it through 
Maduro's blockade. The 
military stayed loyal. Even 
the nation's catastrophic 
economy began to im¬ 
prove slightly. Maduro re¬ 
mains in power. 

"Here we are today, like 
nothing ever happened," 
said a disillusioned Pala¬ 
cios, 26, who has watched 
many relatives pack up 
and leave in desperation 
while he stayed behind to 
care for his parents living 
on a government pension 
constantly shrinking under 
the world's highest inflation. 
Palacios no longer answers 
the opposition leader’s call 


to protest, nor do most of 
the others who once filled 
the streets. 

Cracks have even ap¬ 
peared in Guaido's base of 
support in the National As¬ 
sembly, the only major insti¬ 
tution controlled by the op¬ 
position. His re-election as 
congressional president is 
no longer assured and leg¬ 
islators' official terms expire 
in a few months. 
Throughout, the 36-year- 
old Guaido has admit¬ 
ted no mistakes, and nei¬ 
ther he nor his backers in 
Washington have offered 
a fresh strategy to rescue 
their floundering battle to 
unseat Maduro. The Trump 
administration has con¬ 
tinued to pile economic 
and travel sanctions onto 
members of Maduro's inner 
circle, but so far with little 
effect. 

"We're up against a dicta¬ 
torship," Guaido said in an 
interview with The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "I think that is 
central." 

Guaido said he remains 
focused on winning over 
the military, the linchpin of 
support for Maduro, and he 
dismissed the idea of fur¬ 
ther negotiations with the 
socialist administration — 
talks his side says Maduro 
has used to defuse protests 
without making conces¬ 
sions. 

He also said he favors boy¬ 
cotting legislative elections 


in 2020 as long as the elec¬ 
toral board running the 
vote remains packed with 
Maduro loyalists. 

Still, Guaido insists his do¬ 
mestic and international 
support will only grow. 
Guaido, the hand-picked 
successor to then-detained 
opposition leader Leop- 
oldo Lopez, leaped onto 
the stage last January at a 
dark moment in the once- 
wealthy nation's history. 
Despite sitting atop the 
world's largest proven oil 
reserves, gasoline shortag¬ 
es plague the nation, most 
homes don't have reliable 
drinking water or electricity 
and there are shortages of 
food, medicine and spare 
parts. 

Roughly 4.5 million people 
have left the country, fig¬ 
ures that rival mass migra¬ 
tion from war-torn Syria. 
Seizing on the nation's des¬ 
peration, Guaido drew 
masses into the streets 
11 months ago when he 
claimed to be Venezuela's 
legitimate interim president 
after congress declared 
Maduro's re-election illegal. 
The bold move overnight 
turned Guaido into the na¬ 
tion's most-popular politi¬ 
cian since Chavez burst 
onto the political scene in 
the early 1990s. More than 
60% of Venezuelans viewed 
him favorably in February, 
according to Caracas- 
based polling firm Datanali- 


sis, with many believing he 
would rid them of Maduro 
within three months. 
"Guaido became the out¬ 
sider that people were 
looking for to face Madu¬ 
ro," said Datanalisis' presi¬ 
dent Luis Vicente Leon. 
"A kind of hope formed 
around him." 

Today that support has 
sunk by 20 percentage 
points, said Leon, a sign 
that Venezuelans are start¬ 
ing to think that removing 
Maduro from power may 
be impossible. 

Maduro, whose approval 
ratings in the other polls 
have dipped closer to 10%, 
has proven more resilient 
than many expected. 
Venezuela's oil production 
has inched up for the sec¬ 
ond consecutive month 
after crashing to a seven- 
decade low under U.S. 
sanctions, and shoppers 
are increasingly pulling U.S. 
dollars from their wallets 
— a sign the economy is 
bouncing back, or at least 
stabilizing, due in part to an 
easing of currency controls 
that the government had 
earlier resisted. 

Maduro also appeals to 
many Venezuelans who still 
mistrust an opposition seen 
as corrupt and elitist and 
who honor the memory of 
Chavez, who died before 
the economic collapse hit 
home. 

Vice President Delcy Ro¬ 


driguez declared the "at¬ 
tempted coup d'etat" led 
by President Donald Trump 
a failure as she spoke last 
week to the National Con¬ 
stituent Assembly, a body 
the government created 
to bypass the opposition- 
dominated congress. 

"They don't understand 
what's happening within 
Venezuela," Rodriguez said. 
"They follow Hollywood 
scripts but don't have an 
ending our political proj¬ 
ect." 

Maduro has agreed to sev¬ 
eral rounds of negotiations 
over the years, including 
some sponsored by the 
Vatican and the govern¬ 
ment of Norway that raised 
hopes of a breakthrough 
to the political crisis, only to 
have them fall apart. 
Accelerating the opposi¬ 
tion's downfall have been 
revelations of corruption. 
The National Assembly that 
Guaido heads has sus¬ 
pended seven opposition 
lawmakers — three of them 
from Guaido's Popular Will 
party — who are accused 
of lobbying on behalf of 
businessmen who were 
under investigation both in 
Venezuela and the U.S. for 
allegedly defrauding Mad¬ 
uro's landmark food subsidy 
program. 

In January, the National As¬ 
sembly must decide wheth¬ 
er to extend Guaido's ten¬ 
ure, and he said he is confi¬ 
dent he has the backing to 
be re-elected as assembly 
president. Analysts say ap¬ 
pointing any alternative 
would be devastating for 
the opposition. 

Adding to his obstacles, 
Maduro's government has 
stepped up its campaign 
to undermine the opposi¬ 
tion, offering large bribes to 
lawmakers to vote against 
Guaido, Elliott Abrams, the 
U.S. special envoy to Ven¬ 
ezuela, told reporters in 
Washington on Friday. 
Maduro's government 
also recently charged 
four opposition lawmak¬ 
ers with treason and rebel¬ 
lion, bringing to roughly 32 
the number of legislators 
who have been detained, 
forced into exile or had 
their constitutional immu¬ 
nity from prosecution re¬ 
voked. □ 
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Christmas Lights 

ORANJESTAD — Christmas in Aruba would not be com¬ 
plete without a visit to see the Christmas Lights around 
the island. By just driving around on the main roads you 
can enjoy a variety of creativity with colorful lights being 
displayed on various Aruban homes. Also the majority of 
the round-abouts are decorated. 

If you are lucky enough you might hear Christmas car¬ 
ols and “gaitas” at any of these locations but also at the 
malls and stores. Gaita is a style of Venezuelan folk music 
from Maracaibo in Zulia State. It is possibly derived from 
gaits, the Gothic word for goat, the animal whose skin 
generally is used for the membrane of the furro instrument 
(kind of tambura with stick). Other instruments used in 
gaita include maracas, cuatro, charrasca and tambora 
(Venezuelan drum). Song themes range from humorous 
and love songs to protest songs. The local gaita bands 
are composed mostly of a group of ladies who sing with 
angelic voices while they dance in a choreographic 
manner. 

The map shown here will give you an overview of the most 
popular decorated places around the island. So hop into 
your car or call a taxi driver to go around and enjoy the 
spectacular Christmas scenes. We wish you a wonderful 
Christmas. a 


Aruba to Me 



ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to welcome read¬ 
ers to participate in our newspaper. You can see that 
in our Honored Guest-publications, specials like on 
Valentine’s Day and on other occasions. Through¬ 
out the year you are always welcome to send us 
your vacation picture(s) together with completing 

the sentence: Aruba to me is.(Email: news@ 

arubatoday.com) 

For today’s newspaper we received a great picture 
from Maggie Kinney from Hoosick Fails, ny. 
She wrote to us: 

Aruba to me is.... JOY! 

Happy Holidays Maggie and family 
from all of us at Aruba Today! 
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AT RENAISSANCE ISLAND 

Dig your toes in the sand and unearth a tale worth telling as you revel in a 
truly unforgettable dining experience this Christmas day. Join us aboard our 
water taxi and get whisked away to a tropical paradise where we've reserved 
a shoreside table Just for you. Here, you’ll find yourself swaying along to the 
gentle sounds of our Jive music as the first plates of your 4-course dinner 
arrive by your side. And whefher you're focused on the food or the company, 
you’ll want fa capture every captivating moment. 




I f A 

Vi 


CONTACT OUR NAVIGATOR AT S83-i000 FOR DETAILS 
$8? per person 

Cancellation fee of 330 applies. 

Kids 5-12 years old are half price, T> 

All-Inclusive guests pay $35 XV 

Please note a 15% service charge n n 1^1 RENAISSANCE' 
ill be added to your final bill ■■ LJ LbI aruha aesort l casuo 
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PascoanAruban Christmas story of faith 


EpisodeXLVIll - 49 


ORANJESTAD — At the beginning of December’s nights we live the magic 
of Pasco in Aruba through fabulous decorations of lights that glows in the 
streets, being best expressed by the well-known Sero Preto or Black hills 
dwellings in San Nicolas, but it was not always like that. 



Back in the mid-1700s, there was no 
electricity; however the people of 
Aruba were waiting for Christmas with 
excitement and certain traditions. 
Weeks before Christmas, the Arubans 
began cleaning and painting their 
homes. An old custom was also to tie 
three aloe leaves with a bright red rib¬ 
bon and hang that amulet over doors 
and windows to welcome the spirits of 
peace and harmony in each home. 
Typical dishes were enjoyed among 
the family: Christmas ham, ayaca, 
goat stew, stuffed turkey and olie 
bollenfa Dutch tradition). They drank 
chuculati di panda which is hot milk 
with peanuts mix and creme punch. 
Aruba’s families went to the Aurora 
Mass to demonstrate their Christian 
faith. It called ‘Aurora’ because it is 
celebrated at the dawn of the new 
day.The blessed dawn, the divine sun 
light of the East that we waited for has 
appeared and will no longer be hid¬ 
den in our lives. 

The cradle of Aruba’s Christianity is 
found at the north coast of the island. 
This little chapel has a lot of history 
that attracts many tourists year round 
and for the Aruban population it's a 
place for veneration where they find 
peace and tranquility for their restless 
spirit. 

Among the many stories of this small 
chapel, there is one that happened 
during Christmas Eve a quit long time 


ago and that reveals the great Chris¬ 
tian faith of the Aruban native people. 
This took place in 1760, in times where 
Prosecutor Miguel Alvarez ruled. Be¬ 
tween the books of the chapel of 
Alto Vista, a manuscript was obtained 
whose historical value gives us an 
idea of the religiosity that occupied 
the hearts of the native inhabitants of 
Aruba already at that time.The manu¬ 
script mentions that at the end of the 
year 1760 a neighbor of Alto Vista 
named Antonio Gregorio, a man of 
advanced age and a devotee be¬ 
came ill. He was so sick that he under¬ 
stood that it was his last days and felt a 
great spiritual discomfort because he 
could die without before first having 
received the holy sacrament given by 
the Church. Antonio's greatest wish 
was to receive the sacraments before 
he died and he asked his family and 
friends to pray for this to happen. 
Antonio’s request seemed very diffi¬ 
cult to fulfill since there was no priest 
at Alto Vista at the time. Days passed 
and his illness progressed. Days before 
Christmas, Antonio's neighbors and 
friends gathered to pray in the chapel 
of Alto Vista.Antonio was getting sick¬ 
er and sicker he was confident that 
God would not abandon him and 
asked the Prosecutor and his friends 
to prepare Christmas in the best way 
to fulfill his request. 

Continued on Page 15 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 110AM TO 4AM 
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CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH US 
AND EARN 5X POINTS PLAYING 
SLOTS WITH YOUR CLUB CARD. 

Complimentary Beads, Party Favors 
and a Midnight Champagne Toast 

Sec Player's Club for details-. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 



Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card to play our slots From 
10am to 4am and we'll DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
5a Eon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
533.5000 | CD5moathombra.com 

Ptoy Rcipm^ihly. if you w mutant you know hot. □ ambling problem. 
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Continued from Page 14 

After eighth days of prayer there 
was no news that any priest could 
get to meet the request of this ill 
stricken man. At dawn the next 
day a group of mounted men ar¬ 
rived in Alto Vista, one of them was 


Guillermo, an old neighbor of Alto 
Vista who years earlier traveled to 
Venezuela and returned to greet 
his family. As soon as the inhabit¬ 
ants of Alto Vista confirmed that a 
priest was arriving in the company 
of Guillermo they overjoyed with 
happiness and quickly ran to give 


the sick Antonio the great news. 
The neighbors told the priest, whose 
name was Maximilian about Anto¬ 
nio’s wish and accompanied him 
to the Sacristy where the priest was 
able to dress his religious habits. 
Father Maximiliano and several 
neighbors went to see the sick 
man ;the priest confessed to Anto¬ 
nio and promised to give him the 
extreme unction at dawn the next 
day to make it a more solemn act. 
Meanwhile the Prosecutor raised 
two flags to announce to the in¬ 
habitants of Alto Vista that some¬ 
thing extraordinary was happen¬ 
ing and people began to arrive 
from all sides for the occasion. 

The priest greeted everyone with 
great cordiality, speaking to them 
of the importance of confession in 
order to receive the Holy Eucharist 
(Communion). At twelve o’clock 
at night, Father Maximiliano gave 


his first Mass “Misa di Aurora.” At 
the end of the Aurora Mass, all 
those present lightened the way 
with torches and accompanied 
the priest to Antonio's house. 

After giving the Holy Oils of the ex¬ 
treme unction to the sick the priest 
returned to the chapel to prepare 
the afternoon procession after a 
few hours someone came running 
to notify him that Antonio is about 
to die. The priest and a group of 
neighbors returned to the house 
of the dying man and kneeled be¬ 
side himand began to pray. 
Everyone was around the bed 
of the dying man and they were 
surprised to see how the sick man 
sat on the bed and with his arms 
outstretched he cried for mercy to 
God asking him to help him get to 
his side ... after his request Antonio 
died in peace on Christmas Mass 
dayO 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 | 10AM TO 4AM 



- WIN A SHARE OF UP TO - 

gST®®® to Shfi (?th^7 


P v A T* 0 

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH US 
AND EARN 5X POINTS PLAYING 
SLOTS WITH YOUR CLUB CARD. 

Complimentary Beads, Party Favors 
and a Midnight Champagne Toast 


Every Wednesday ] 10am to Midnight 

Earn 25 points and swipe a\ any kiosk to p!ay. Win $20 to 
$100 in Free Slot Play. Play up to five times each Wednesday, 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


See Player's Club for d eta its. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Open daily 10am to 4am | j.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I cosinoalliambra.com 


Ptay EctpnnsihFy. Visitwww.gairblcr^nr^nynicius tfig iFynu-or Mititsmt yau know has a gambling problem. 



They love Aruba and Aruba loves them 



The honorees were broth¬ 
ers Kaleb & Zach Riddle 
as Distinguished visitors of 
Aruba. The Goodwill Am¬ 
bassador certificate went 
to couple Larry & Laura Pe¬ 
terson. 

These lovely people stated 
that they love the island 
very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, deli¬ 
cious variety of foods, its 


safety, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people who 
became like family to 
them. 

Richardson together with 
the representatives of Re¬ 
naissance Resort & Casino 
presented the certificates 
to the honorees, handed 
over some presents and 
also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away- 
from-home. □ 


ORANJESTAD — Recently, 
Kimberley Richardson of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
to honor Aruba's loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors of Aruba 


Like us on 
Facebook 



fa ce book .co m /arubatoday/ 


and Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dors of Aruba. The Distin¬ 
guished visitor certificate 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
10 years and more con¬ 
secutively. The Goodwill 
Ambassador certificate is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to¬ 
ken of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecu¬ 
tively. 
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Happy Hour & Early Birds Dnily 3 +*. v 

Reservation at www.bohemianaruba.com 
Tet +297 280 8448 

JE IRAUSQUIN BlvO BT FREE PARKING FOR OUR GUESTS AT BARCELQ 


Bohemian Restaurant: Live Violinist Angela 



No Plastic, * 

No Foam, 

No Oxybenzone, . , 

Choose Zero! A 

** » 


The Government of Aruba officially 
announces that the import, production ' ^ 

and selling of plastic, oxybenzone and 
styrofoam are forbidden per January 
1st, 201?, Sanctions will apply from 

January 1st, 2020, • 1 

- . , ..„A 1 ■ 

' r- . - : w 
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PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from France, 
nonconformist in style and ethnic in cui¬ 
sine. That is what the new kid in town is 
about. Bohemian Restaurant is different, 
unconventional and a rebel with a cause. 
The cause is to make you feel king in this 
hidden garden with outstanding dishes 
that connect you to the European liai¬ 
sons of Aruba. Thurday nights has an extra 
magic: the live Violinist Angela performs! 
From traditional French and Italian famous 
melodies to more upbeat pop and rock 
and roll. A taste for everyone. 

A garden full of strong trees and dressed 
up in New York-style industrial-look ele¬ 
ments creates a cosmopolitan vibe while 
at the same time the tropical breeze and 
outside dining connect to the Caribbean. 

Waiters with French barrettes and pant 
suspenders service you with a happy and 
loose style with on the background the 
sounds of underground chill music varied 
with French classics. 


ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famous for their culinary art. 
Bohemain is the ONLY French owned res¬ 
taurant on Aruba and offers you Grande 
gastronomy in a hip decor. French classics 
like Coq-au-Vin, Beef tartare. Escargot, 
Duck Foie Gras Terrine, Bouillabaisse Fish 
Soup, Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Salad, Rib-Eye 
Butter MaTtre-D, Creme Brulee, Chocolate 
Lava Cake and Pineapple Carpaccio are 
on the menu. Mediterranean inspired dish¬ 
es like Ras el Flanout Fish Kebbab, Floney 
and Rosemary Lamb Shank, Moroccan 
Lamb sausages, Mediterranean Sea Bass 
and Grilled Local Catch are other finger 
licking options. Directly imported wines 
from wineries in Europe make up for a per¬ 
fect pairing. You are welcome to enjoy 
the Happy Hours and Daily Early Birds from 
5 to 7 PM. Bon appetite! 

Free Parking available at the parking lot in 
front of Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations through their 
website: https://bohemianaruba.com. 
Call them at 00 297 280 8448. 

Facebook: Bohemian. □ 



Package price: 225$ 


Tickets arc available at Allc^rn Bistro and are subject to availability. 
For more information call at +197 536,7714 


AbLEGRA BISTRO 


PRESENTS 


DECEMBER 


ea/i 


TUESDAY 


6:00 


At: Allegra Bistro 

).E. Irausquirt Boulevard 330 , Noord, Aruba 
Free Parking | Buffet | Attire: Elegant 
" Performance by DJ Big B 

6coo PM - 10:00 PM | Dinner | $125 
10:00 PM - 2:00 AM | New Year's Eve Celebration 1 125$ 
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Baltimore Ravens tight end 
Mark Andrews (89) scores a 
39-yard touchdown during 
the first half of an NFL football 
game against the Cleveland 
Browns, Sunday, Dec. 22, 
2019, in Cleveland. 

Associated Press 

Ravens 
clinch AFC's 
top seed 
by beating 
Browns 

by Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — La¬ 
mar Jackson threw three 
touchdown passes — two 
to tight end Mark Andrews 
late in the first half — and 
rushed for 103 yards as 
the Ravens won their 
11th straight game, 31- 
15 against the Cleveland 
Browns on Sunday to lock 
up the conference’s top 
seed and home-field ad¬ 
vantage throughout the 
playoffs. 

The Ravens (13-2) shook 
off a sluggish start and 
avenged their last loss, 
a 40-25 to the Browns on 
Sept. 29. 

But Baltimore looks nothing 
like the team it was three 
months ago as the mar¬ 
velous, multi-dimensional 
Jackson has taken the 
league by storm with his 
arm and legs. 

Jackson finished with 238 
yards passing and went 
over 100 yards for the fifth 
time this season. 
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Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis dunks against the Denver Nuggets during the first half of an NBA basketball game Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 22, 2019, in Los Angeles. The Nuggets won 128-104. 


Continued on Page 22 
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Sailing & Snorkeling Cruise 

Includes 


* Delicious hors ef'oeuvre 5 
- Unlimited open bar 

■ Shaded areas 

■ Sunbathing trampolines 


ONLINE 


www. pe Li c a n -a r u ba.co m 


Oft CALL DIRECT 
(+ 297 ) 537-2307 


■ 2.5 Hour Snorkeling trip 

■ Nat Gqo certified equipment 

- Professional & Certified guides 

■ 2 Amazing snorkel Locations 


PRESENT THIS AD AND RECEIVE $10 OFF PER COUPLE 



AP source: Ryu, Blue Jays agree 
to $80 million, 4-year deal 


By MIKE FITZPATRICK 

Hyun-Jin Ryu is headed 
north of the border to a To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays team in dire 
need of starting pitching. 
One that was willing to pay 
for it, too. Ryu and the Blue 
Jays agreed to an $80 mil¬ 
lion, four-year contract, ac¬ 
cording to a person familiar 
with the negotiations. The 
person spoke late Sunday 
night on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the deal 
was pending a physical af¬ 
ter Christmas and had not 
been announced. 

Ryu was 14-5 with a major 
league-best 2.32 ERA for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
last season. He started for 
the National League in his 
first All-Star Game and fin¬ 
ished second in Cy Young 
Award voting to New York 
Mets ace Jacob deGrom. 
The 32-year-old left-hander 
from South Korea receives 
a $20 million salary each 
of the next four years, with 
no signing bonus. His deal 
raised agent Scott Boras' 
total to more than a billion 
dollars in guaranteed con¬ 
tracts — $1,016,500,000 to 
be exact — for seven play¬ 
ers eligible for free agency 
since the start of Novem¬ 
ber, agreements extending 
as many as nine seasons. 
Boras previously negoti¬ 
ated deals for pitchers Ger- 
rit Cole ($324 million), Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg ($245 mil¬ 
lion), Dallas Keuchel ($55.5 
million) and Tony Watson 
($3 million); third baseman 
Anthony Rendon ($245 
million) and infielder Mike 
Moustakas ($64 million). 
Toronto is building around a 
promising young core of hit¬ 
ters, including three sons of 
former big league stars who 
broke into the majors last 
season: Vladimir Guerrero 
Jr., Bo Bichette and Cavan 
Biggio. Looking to surround 


them with some proven 
pitching, the Blue Jays are 
set to add Ryu to the top of 
a revamped rotation that 
should also include new¬ 
comers Tanner Roark and 
Chase Anderson. Roark 
signed a $24 million, two- 
year deal last week with To¬ 
ronto, which finished fourth 
in the AL East at 67-95 last 
season. Anderson, also a 
right-hander, was acquired 
from Milwaukee last month. 
The moves follow Toronto 
home attendance declin¬ 
ing from nearly 3.4 million 
in 2016, when the Blue Jays 
lost in the AL Champion¬ 
ship Series for the second 
straight year, to 1.75 mil¬ 
lion last season — the club's 
lowest since 2010. 

Pitching was certainly a 
problem: No starter won 
more than six games for the 
Blue Jays this year, and the 
rotation ranked 22nd out of 
30 teams with a 5.25 ERA. 
Ryu, who turns 33 in March, 
spent his first seven years in 
the majors with the Dodg¬ 
ers after coming over from 
South Korea and signing 
a $36 million, six-year con¬ 
tract before the 2013 sea¬ 
son. He was effective the 
first two years but sat out 
the 2015 season and made 
only one appearance in 

2016 due to left shoulder 
surgery and elbow tendi¬ 
nitis. He also missed time in 

2017 with injuries to his left 
hip and foot. 

Ryu re-emerged with a 1.97 
ERA over 15 starts in 2018 
and accepted a $17.9 mil¬ 
lion qualifying offer from Los 
Angeles for 2019. He threw 
182 2/3 innings in 29 starts 
this year for the NL West 
champions. 

Boras is also likely to land lu¬ 
crative deals in free agen¬ 
cy this winter for outfielder 
Nicholas Castellanos, and 
in salary arbitration for sev¬ 


eral stars — including 2018 
AL MVP Mookie Betts. 

"One hundred and thirty- 
five people in Boras Corp. 
work very hard for players," 
Boras said in a text mes¬ 
sage to The Associated 
Press. "Free agency is an 
achievement few players 
ever reach, and I am hon¬ 
ored to work for these tal¬ 
ented players.'Q 



rphoto,ToTAngeles Dodgers starting 
pitcher Hyun-Jin Ryu throws to a Washington Nationals batter 
during the first inning in Game 3 of a baseball National League 
Division Series in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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40 luxury 

beach front condominiums 




For more information contact os at + (297) 586-2200 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-806-978-5770 


224 J£ tausquin Blvd * oranjestod • oruba 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297}-58325!5 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Flames score 3 power-play goals, beat Stars 5-1 



Calgary Flames goaltender David Rittich (33) plays the puck in 
front of his net during the first period of an NHL hockey game 
against the Dallas Stars, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in Dallas. 

Associated Press 


DALLAS (AP) — The Calgary 
Flames overpowered the 
Dallas Stars. 

Matthew Tkachuk, Sean 
Monahan and Mikael 
Backlund scored power- 
play goals and Calgary 
beat the Stars 5-1. 

Elias Lindholm assisted on 
the Flames' first three goals. 
"They're getting some nice 
chemistry," Flames interim 
coach Geoff Ward said 
of Tkachuk and Lindholm. 
"The power play looked 
like it did for long stretches 
of last year. The key thing 
for us tonight was that the 
puck movement was quick 
and on the tape." 

Tkachuk's 14th goal of the 
season broke a 1-1 tie in 
the second period. Mo¬ 
nahan also scored in the 
second. Backlund's goal in 
the third period preceded 
a short-handed, empty-net 
goal by Derek Ryan. 
Lindholm noticed the 
chemistry with Tkachuk, 
who had two assists. 

"The last five or six games. 


I think we've played well," 
Lindholm said. "It's a good 
feeling and he's a good 
player. Just get open, keep 
building chemistry, and 
we'll be fine." 

Tkachuk agreed, 
"(Lindholm's) an easy guy 
to play with," he said. "He 
can make some great 
plays, too." 

The three power-play goals 
were also the most allowed 


by the Stars' penalty killers 
this season. 

"Our penalty kill has won us 
a lot of games. It cost us a 
game tonight," Dallas in¬ 
terim coach Rick Bowness 
said, "but it wasn't the only 
reason we lost tonight. We 
scored one goal." 

The Stars were without key 
penalty killers for four of 
Calgary's five power plays. 
Mattias Janmark didn't 


play after the first period 
because of a lower-body 
injury and other penalty kill¬ 
ers were in the penalty box 
for two goals. 

"We're just out of synch," 
Bowness said. "(Janmark's) 
gone, (Radek Faksa's) in 
the box, (Andrew Coglia- 
no's) in the box. That’s our 
penalty killers." 

Flames goalie David Rittich 
made 26 saves and picked 
up his first career assist on 
Backlund's goal. 

Andrew Mangiapane 
scored Calgary’s first goal 
in the opening period. De¬ 
nis Gurianov countered 38 
seconds later for Dallas. 
Stars goalie Ben Bishop had 
25 saves. The Flames had 
been 0-2-1 in their previous 
three games. They are now 
7-2-1 under Ward. 

Dallas has lost three of four 
and is 3-3-1 with Bowness 
coaching. 

Mangiapane took a pass 
in the slot from Lindholm 
from behind the net and 
scored on a shot past Bish¬ 


op at 12:11 of the first pe¬ 
riod. Gurianov beat Flames 
defenseman Noah Hanifin 
and skated in on Rittich for 
a wrist shot into the upper 
right corner of the net. 
Dallas had the first eight 
shots on goal in the second 
period, including three in a 
span of nine seconds in the 
first minute. 

Travis Hamonic had the 
Flames’ first shot 8:02 in, a 
wrist shot stopped by Bish¬ 
op. That began a stretch 
of 10 straight shots, includ¬ 
ing the goals by Tkachuk at 
12:28 and Monahan, on a 
play similar to Mangiapa- 
ne's goal, at 14:21. 
COYOTES 5, RED WINGS 2 
DETROIT (AP) — Clayton 
Keller had two goals and 
an assist to lead Arizona 
past Detroit. 

Carl Soderberg, Taylor Hall 
and Christian Dvorak also 
scored for Arizona. Coyotes 
defenseman Oliver Ekman- 
Larsson had three assists 
and Nick Schmaltz added 
two.Q 
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Raptors use biggest rally in franchise history to beat Mavs 


Toronto Raptors guard Patrick McCaw (22) goes up to shoot as Dallas Mavericks forward Kristaps 
Porzingis (6) defends during first-half NBA basketball game action in Toronto, Sunday, Dec. 22, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Kyle Low¬ 
ry had 32 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, Chris Boucher scored 
a career-high 21 points and 
the Toronto Raptors over¬ 
turned a 30-point deficit to 
beat the Dallas Mavericks 
110-107 on Sunday, the 
biggest comeback in fran¬ 
chise history and the NBA's 
largest in a decade. 

Lowry had one fewer point 
in the fourth quarter (20) 
than the Mavericks man¬ 
aged as a team (21). 

It was the first 30-point 
comeback in the NBA since 
Sacramento beat Chicago 
on Dec. 21, 2009, accord¬ 
ing to the Elias Sports Bu¬ 
reau. 

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson 
scored 18 points and Fred 
VanVIeet had 10 as the 
short-handed Raptors won 
their fifth straight and im¬ 
proved to 13-3 at home, 
ending the Mavericks' 
seven-game road winning 
streak. 

Kristaps Porzingis had 19 
points and 12 rebounds 
and Jalen Brunson scored 
21 points as Dallas dropped 
to 2-2 without guard Luka 
Doncic, who sat for the 
fourth straight game be¬ 
cause of a sprained right 
ankle. 

NUGGETS 128, LAKERS 104 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Paul 
Millsap scored 21 points 
and Denver dominated 
the second half in defeat¬ 
ing LeBron James-less Los 
Angeles for its sixth straight 
win. 


Gary Harris added 19 points, 
Nikola Jokic had 18 points, 
Malik Beasley had 16 points 
and Will Barton III had 14 
points and a career-high- 
tying 13 rebounds for the 
Nuggets, who pulled away 
to a 23-point lead early in 
the fourth. 

James missed his first game 
of the season because of a 
thoracic muscle strain. That 
left the Lakers without his 
25.8 point average. 

With James looking on in 
street clothes, Anthony 
Davis did his best to make 
up for it with 32 points and 
11 rebounds. He scored 11 
points playing all 12 min¬ 
utes of the first quarter. 

Kyle Kuzma was the only 
other Laker in double fig¬ 
ures with 16 points, hav¬ 
ing returned after missing 
five games with a sprained 
left ankle. Western Confer¬ 
ence-leading Los Angeles 
lost its third in a row. 
THUNDER 118, CLIPPERS 112 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
matched his career high 
with 32 points and Oklaho¬ 
ma City rallied to beat the 
Clippers. 

Oklahoma City came back 
from 18 points down in the 
second quarter. It's the 
third time in seven days the 
Thunder overcame a defi¬ 
cit that big to win. 

Paul George scored 18 
points in his first game back 
in Oklahoma City since be¬ 
ing traded from the Thun¬ 
der to the Clippers. 

Los Angeles scoring leader 


Kawhi Leonard sat out be¬ 
cause of left knee soreness. 
Dennis Schroder scored 28 
points and Steven Adams 
added 20 points and 17 re¬ 
bounds to help the Thunder 
win their fourth straight. 

Lou Williams scored 22 
points for Los Angeles, and 
Montrezl Harrell had 18. 
BUCKS 117, PACERS 89 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 18 
points, 19 rebounds and 
nine assists, and the Bucks 
spoiled Malcolm Brogdon's 
return to Milwaukee. 

Wesley Matthews scored 
19 points for NBA-leading 


Milwaukee, which has won 
three in a row. Brook Lopez 
and George Hill each had 
17 points. 

Brogdon was drafted by 
Milwaukee and spent his 
first three seasons with the 
Bucks before he was ac¬ 
quired by Indiana in a sign- 
and-trade deal over the 
summer. He finished with 10 
points on 5-of-19 shooting 
and 10 assists. 

CELTICS 119, HORNETS 93 
BOSTON (AP) — Jayson Ta¬ 
tum had a career-high 39 
points and 12 rebounds, 
Kemba Walker scored 23 
points against his former 


team, and Boston beat 
Charlotte. 

Tatum eclipsed his previous 
high of 34 points against 
Brooklyn on Jan. 14. Jaylen 
Brown added 16 points and 
nine rebounds, and rookie 
Grant Williams added 12 
points off the bench for 
the Celtics. Boston has won 
three straight and seven of 
nine. 

Devonte' Graham had 23 
points and 10 assists. Bis¬ 
mack Biyombo scored 18 
and Miles Bridges 15 to 
lead the Hornets. Charlotte 
has dropped three straight 
and four of five. □ 



Celtics' Kanter thanks Trudeau 
for chance to play in Canada 


Boston Celtics center Enes 
Kanter says he will be able 
to play in his team's Christ¬ 
mas Day game in Toronto 
against the Raptors after 
discussions with the Cana¬ 
dian government. 

In a column published 
Monday by The Globe and 
Mail, the native of Turkey 
thanked Prime Minister Jus¬ 
tin Trudeau's government 
as well as other officials 
from Canada and the U.S. 
for getting him the green 
light to cross the border to 
play in the NBA's first Christ¬ 


mas game in Toronto. 
Kanter, an outspoken critic 
of Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan's govern¬ 
ment for its treatment of 
residents, has not traveled 
outside the United States 
for years. Kanter has said 
his passport was revoked 
by the Turkish government 
in 2017. 

The Globe's headline reads, 
"Thank you, Canada, for 
letting me play basketball 
— despite Turkey's threats 
against me." The Celtics al¬ 
ready were short-handed 


at center with Vincent Poiri¬ 
er and Robert Williams nurs¬ 
ing injuries. 

Kanter, 27, is averaging 7.8 
points and 7.3 rebounds for 
the Celtics this season. 

"I want to thank Prime Minis¬ 
ter Justin Trudeau's govern¬ 
ment, U.S. and Canadian 
law enforcement, U.S. Sen¬ 
ator Ed Markey, the Celt¬ 
ics, the NBA and my man¬ 
agers for working diligently 
to make my Christmas 
game against the Raptors 
possible and ensuring my 
safety there," Kanter writes 



Boston Celtics' Enes Kanter (11) shoots against Charlotte Hor¬ 
nets' Bismack Biyombo (8) during the first half of an NBA basket¬ 
ball game in Boston, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 

in the Globe. "And, on ic outside the U.S. when I 
Christmas night, I will play take the court against the 
in my first game as a Celt- Raptors.'Q 
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Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Tyler Boyd (83) stretched for a touchdown as Miami Dolphins 
defensive back Nik Needham (40) is unable to defend, during the second half at an NFL football 
game, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

The Ravens did suffer an 
injury fhaf could hurt their 
playoff hopes as run¬ 
ning back Mark Ingram 
went down without being 
touched in the fourth quar¬ 
ter. Ingram immediately 
grabbed his lower left leg 
and collapsed when he 
tried to stand. Ingram, who 
went past 1,000 yards rush¬ 
ing in the second quarter 
and caught a 12-yard TD 
pass from Jackson in the 
third, was able to walk to 
the sideline to be evalu¬ 
ated before limping to the 
locker room. 

The Browns (6-9) were of¬ 
ficially eliminated from 
the postseason, and now 
first-year coach Freddie 
Kitchens may be down to 
his last game. Kitchens has 
appeared overwhelmed at 
times and the home finale 
was a microcosm of this dis¬ 
appointing season as the 
Browns underperformed 
and will miss the playoffs for 
the 17th straight season. 
Eagles 17, Cowboys 9 
PHILADELPHIA — Eagles 
cornerback Sidney Jones 
broke up Dak Prescott's 
fourth-down pass to Mi¬ 
chael Gallup in the end 
zone with 1:15 left and Phil¬ 
adelphia denied Dallas a 
division crown. 

The Cowboys (7-8) would 
have clinched their second 
straight NFC East title with 
a win in Philadelphia. And 
they would have eliminat¬ 
ed the Eagles (8-7). The Ea¬ 
gles need to win their final 
game next week at the Gi¬ 
ants to clinch the East. The 
Cowboys can still win the 
East with a win next week 
against Washington and 
an Eagles loss to the Giants. 
The difference between a 
division title and missing the 
playoffs could determine 
the fate of Dallas coach 
Jason Garrett. 

Playing with a sore right 
shoulder, Prescott attacked 
the Eagles cornerbacks on 
the final drive and had Dal¬ 
las in position to possibly tie 
the game until Jones made 
the clutch stop. 

Carson Wentz was 31 -for-40 
for 319 yards and a touch¬ 
down, and Miles Saunders 
ran for a score to keep the 
Eagles' playoff hopes alive. 
Prescott finished 25-for- 
44 for 265 yards. Two-time 
rushing champion Ezekiel 
Elliott, who had averaged 
114.8 yards rushing in five 


games against the Eagles, 
was held to 47 yards. 
Cardinals 27, Seahawks 13 

SEATTLE — Kenyan Drake 
rushed for 166 yards and 
two touchdowns, Larry 
Fitzgerald added a 21-yard 
TD reception, and the Car¬ 
dinals stymied Russell Wilson 
and the injury-depleted Se¬ 
ahawks. 

The Seahawks (11-4) saw 
their hopes for the No. 1 
seed in the NFC poten¬ 
tially vanish with another 
late-season loss to the 
Cardinals. Seattle can still 
claim the NFC West with a 
win next week against San 
Francisco, but will need 
major help to earn total 
home-field advantage af¬ 
ter entering the week as 
the top seed in the NFC. 
Drake had an 80-yard TD 
run in the first quarter and 
provided the capper with a 
3-yard TD with 4:18 remain¬ 
ing to take a 27-13 lead. 
Drake's 166 yards were a 
season high against Seat¬ 
tle. 

The question now is Seat¬ 
tle's health going into next 
week. Seattle faced the 
Cardinals without four key 
starters: left tackle Duane 
Brown, safety Quandre 
Diggs, cornerback Sha- 
quill Griffin and defensive 
end Jadeveon Clowney. 
The Seahawks depth was 
thinned further when start¬ 
ing running back Chris Car- 
son went down with a hip 
injury early in the second 
quarter and backup C.J. 


Prosise suffered an arm inju¬ 
ry only a few minutes later. 
Arizona (5-9-1) lost No. 1 
overall draft pick Kyler Mur¬ 
ray to a hamstring injury 
midway through the third 
quarter. 

Brett Hundley took over for 
Murray and the backup 
QB in Seattle last year led 
Arizona on a key scoring 
drive midway through the 
fourth quarter capped by 
Drake’s second touchdown 
run. Hundley had a critical 
14-yard scramble on third- 
and-2 to get Arizona into 
field-goal range. 

Wilson finished 16-of-31 for 
169 yards, but was sacked 
five times — four by Chan¬ 
dler Jones, who also forced 
a key fumble early in the 
second half. 

Saints 38, Titans 28 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Drew 
Brees threw for 279 yards 
and three touchdowns 
and Alvin Kamara ran for 
two TDs as the Saints kept 
their chase of the NFC's No. 
1 seed alive by rallying from 
a 14-point deficit. 

The Saints (12-3) had to win 
after San Francisco beat 
the Rams 34-31 on Satur¬ 
day night. 

They scored 24 straight 
points to keep alive their 
chance at one of the NFC's 
top two seeds and a first- 
round playoff bye going 
into their regular-season fi¬ 
nale at Carolina. 

Pro Bowl wide receiver Mi¬ 
chael Thomas also set the 
NFL record for most catch¬ 


es in a season. The Saints re¬ 
ceiver needed 10 to tie Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Mar¬ 
vin Harrison's mark of 143 
catches in 2002. Thomas 
finished with 12 catches for 
136 yards, his last reception 
a 2-yard TD with 2:10 left for 
a 38-28 lead. 

The Titans (8-7) still have a 
shot at the AFC’s final play¬ 
off berth after Houston won 
the AFC South title Satur¬ 
day by beating Tampa 
Bay. The Jets beating Pitts¬ 
burgh 16-10 means the Ti¬ 
tans must beat the Texans 
in Houston in the finale to 
earn their second playoff 
berth in three seasons. 

Jets 16, Steelers 10 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — 
Le'Veon Bell helped deal 
his former team's playoff 
hopes a big blow. 

The Steelers (8-7) entered 
the game controlling their 
postseason chances and 
would have clinched a 
berth with wins in their final 
two games, but now need 
some help. Pittsburgh now 
needs to win next week at 
Baltimore to stay in the mix. 
The Steelers also have more 
injury concerns as running 
back James Conner, cen¬ 
ter Maurkice Pouncey and 
quarterback Mason Ru¬ 
dolph all left with injuries. 
Bell ran for 72 yards, includ¬ 
ing seven on a big third- 
down play in the fourth 
quarter, on 25 carries while 
facing the team with which 
he spent his first six NFL sea¬ 
sons. After sitting out all last 


season in a contract dis¬ 
pute, Bell signed with the 
Jets (6-9) in the offseason. 
Devlin Hodges, who was 
benched earlier in the 
game after throwing two 
interceptions, came back 
in early in the fourth quar¬ 
ter when Rudolph went out 
with a left shoulder injury. 
Hodges had a chance to 
lead the Steelers to a come¬ 
back win, but fell short. His 
deep pass for James Wash¬ 
ington on third-and-7 from 
the Jets 44 was knocked 
away by Marcus Maye in 
the end zone. On fourth 
down, Hodges' pass to JuJu 
Smith-Schuster fell incom¬ 
plete in front of a MetLife 
Stadium crowd that ap¬ 
peared to be at least half- 
filled by Steelers fans. 
Dolphins 38, Bengals 35 
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — A 
laugher became a thriller 
for Miami, and it needed 
overtime to beat Cincin¬ 
nati. 

Miami gave up 16 points 
in the final 29 seconds of 
regulation but regrouped, 
and Jason Sanders kicked 
a 37-yard field goal as time 
expired in overtime. 

Andy Dalton threw for 396 
yards and four touchdown 
passes, including three in 
the final 5:01 of regulation 
as Cincinnati rallied from a 
35-12 deficit. 

After the gallant come¬ 
back, the Bengals (1-14) 
settled for clinching next 
year's No. 1 draft pick. 
They're assured of at least 
tying for the worst record in 
club history; they went 2-14 
in 2002. 

The Dolphins (4-11) again 
hurt their chances of land¬ 
ing a franchise quarter¬ 
back in next year's draft, 
but rookie coach Brian 
Flores has repeatedly said 
he's all-out to win now. 
Rebuilding Miami has four 
victories in the past eight 
games with a ragtag roster. 
Miami's Ryan Fitzpatrick 
threw for 419 yards and 
four scores, including one 
to rookie defensive tack¬ 
le Christian Wilkins. Each 
team punted twice to start 
the extra period before Fitz¬ 
patrick led a 10-play, 51- 
yard march for the winning 
score. 

The stadium was mostly 
empty when the Bengals 
cut the deficit to 35-27 with 
29 seconds left on Dalton's 
TD pass and 2-point con¬ 
version throw.Q 







Norway's Rasmus Windingstad celebrates on the podium after 
winning an alpine ski, men's World Cup parallel giant slalom, in 
Alta Badia, Italy, Monday, Dec. 23, 2019 


Norway's Windingstad 
wins parallel GS 
event for career first 


ALTA BADIA, Italy (AP) — 

Norway's Rasmus Winding¬ 
stad won a men's World 
Cup parallel giant slalom 
night race on Monday for 
his first career victory. 
Windingstad defeated Ste¬ 
fan Luitz of Germany by 
0.41 seconds in the final of 
the event, which sees two 
competitors race side-by- 
side on identical, short¬ 
ened giant slalom courses, 
with run times just over 20 
seconds. 

It was his sixth top-10 result, 
and second podium finish, 
since coming runner-up in 
a regular giant slalom in 


Kranjska Gora, Slovenia, 
last season. 

Windingstad became the 
fifth different winner in the 
five parallel GS events held 
in Alta Badia since 2015, 
after Kjetil Jansud, Cyprien 
Sarrazin, Matts Olsson and 
Marcel Hirscher. 

Roland Leitinger of Austria 
beat Windingstad's Norwe¬ 
gian teammate Leif Kristian 
Nestvold-Haugen for third 
place. 

Pinturault could have be¬ 
come the first male Alpine 
skier to win a World Cup 
race in six of the seven dif¬ 
ferent disciplinesO 


Clijsters targets March 
return 7 years after retiring 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Kim Cli¬ 
jsters plans to make her de¬ 
layed comeback to tennis 
at the Monterrey Open in 
March, more than seven 
years after her second re¬ 
tirement. 

Clijsters said on Monday 
she accepted wild cards 
into the Mexican hard- 
court event which begins 
on March 2, followed by 
Indian Wells from March 11, 
then the Charleston clay 
tournament from April 6. 
The former No. 1 and four¬ 
time major champion, who 
already is a member of the 
International Tennis Hall 
of Fame, announced her 
comeback attempt in Sep¬ 
tember. Her plans were de¬ 
layed in November when 


she tore a ligament in her 
right knee. 

"I am really pleased with my 
progress and it’s been great 
to get back on the court 
and play tennis again," Cli¬ 
jsters said in a statement. 
"It's been a setback but has 
really shown me how de¬ 
termined I am to return to 
the game I love." 

WTA rules allow her, as a 
past Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion, to receive unlimited 
wild-card invitations to tour¬ 
naments and, as someone 
who is older than 30, to opt 
out of mandatory appear¬ 
ances at certain events. 
The 36-year-old Clijsters left 
the tour in 2007 and got 
married and had the first of 
her three children. □ 
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Chair of the Compliance Review Committee (CRC) Jonathan Taylor speaks during a press con¬ 
ference after the WADA's extraordinary Executive Committee (ExCo) on the Russian doping data 
manipulation, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Monday, Dec. 9, 2019. 

Associated Press 

AP Interview: WADA lawyer 
defends no blanket ban on Russians 


By ROB HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Expelling 
all Russians from the Olym¬ 
pics would have been dis¬ 
proportionate and risked 
being overturned in court, 
according to the lawyer 
facing mounting criticism 
for overseeing a World An¬ 
ti-Doping Agency decision 
not to impose a total ban 
on Russia for a fresh cover- 
up. 

Jonathan Taylor, who 
chaired a WADA commit¬ 
tee that determined the 
punishment announced 
Monday, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview 
that only banning Russia's 
flag, name and anthem 
from major sports competi¬ 
tions "was the appropriate 
line to draw." 

WADA ruled that Russian 
athletes will still be able to 
compete at international 
sports events if they can 
show they are clean and 
not implicated in a state- 
sponsored doping scheme. 
However, Taylor also said 
the punishment should not 
lead to the moniker "Olym¬ 
pic Athlete from Russia" be¬ 
ing used in Tokyo like it was 
at the 2018 Winter Olym¬ 
pics. 

The WADA executive com¬ 
mittee on Monday reject¬ 
ed calls led by its athlete 
committee chair, Beckie 


Scott, for a complete pro¬ 
hibition on Russians from 
competing after Moscow 
was found to have tam¬ 
pered with doping data as 
recently as January. A Brit¬ 
ish member of the athlete 
panel quit on Thursday in 
protest, with former Para¬ 
lympic rower Victoria Ag- 
gar saying WADA prioritized 
"politics over principle." 
"Should it have been stron¬ 
ger? Well, I would say ... it 
was the appropriate line to 
draw," Taylor told the AP on 
Thursday. 

"You should not punish in¬ 
nocent athletes. So it’s not 
as if there's some over¬ 
whelming voice that says, 
'No you've got this com¬ 
pletely wrong.'" 

Russia could still appeal 
the decision to the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport. If 
that leads to a lengthy le¬ 
gal battle, the punishment 
could be pushed back to 
cover the 2024 Paris Olym¬ 
pics instead of the Tokyo 
Games. 

"If they drag it out so that it 
doesn't cover Tokyo, it will 
cover Paris," Taylor said. 
"They have to decide which 
we want to do, which ath¬ 
letes they want to suffer." 
The tampering of data 
happened when Russia 
was meant to be on the 
path to cleaning up its act 
after sanctions were im¬ 


posed that saw some Rus¬ 
sians barred from compet¬ 
ing at the 2016 Rio de Ja¬ 
neiro Summer Games and 
2018 Pyeongchang Winter 
Games. 

"We have to be careful as 
well, because those who 
say it should be blanket 
ban ... it'll be thrown out 
in court," said Taylor, who 
chaired WADA's compli¬ 
ance review committee. 
"We have to focus on what 
happened in 2018 and '19. 
That was the cover up of 
the cover up of the original 
doping." 

Russia, which spent $50 
billion-plus on hosting the 
2014 Sochi Olympics, is 
now banned by WADA 
from hosting major sporting 
events. 

'The idea that somehow 
this is a weak proposal, I just 
don't accept," Taylor said. 
"Russia will feel the pain 
from those consequences. 
... Ayone who says to me 
Russia doesn't care about 
this, this is a sham, they 
laugh this off — I don't ac¬ 
cept them." 

But the ban on hosting 
events does not impact 
St. Petersburg staging four 
games at the 2020 Europe¬ 
an Championship and the 
2021 Champions League 
final, because European 
soccer body UEFA is not 
bound by the ruling.Q 
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Report: Popular UAE chat app ToTok a government spy tool 



In this Oct. 27, 2013 file photo, a worker looks at his mobile phone at the newly opened Al Mak- 
toum International Airport in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A chat 
app that quickly became 
popular in the United Arab 
Emirates for communicat¬ 
ing with friends and fam¬ 
ily is actually a spying tool 
used by the government to 
track its users, according to 
a newspaper report. 

The government uses ToTok 
to track conversations, lo¬ 
cations, images and other 
data of those who install 
the app on their phones. 
The New York Times re¬ 
ported, citing U.S. officials 
familiar with a classified in¬ 
telligence assessment and 
the newspaper's own inves¬ 
tigation. 

The Emirates has long 
blocked Apple's FaceTime, 
Facebook's WhatsApp and 
other calling apps. 

Emirati media has been 
playing up ToTok as an al¬ 
ternative for expatriates 
living in the country to call 
home to their loved ones 
for free. 

The Times says ToTok is a 
few months old and has 
been downloaded millions 
of times, with most of its us¬ 
ers in the Emirates, a U.S.- 
allied federation of seven 


sheikhdoms on the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

Government surveillance in 
the Emirates is prolific, and 
the Emirates long has been 
suspected of using so- 
called "zero day" exploits to 
target human rights activ¬ 


ists and others. 

Zero days exploits can be 
expensive to obtain on the 
black market because they 
represent software vulner¬ 
abilities for which fixes have 
yet to be developed. 

The Times described ToTok 


Associated Press 

as a way to give the gov¬ 
ernment free access to 
personal information, as 
millions of users are willingly 
downloading and installing 
the app on their phones 
and blindly giving permis¬ 
sion to enable features. 


As with many apps, ToTok 
requests location informa¬ 
tion, purportedly to pro¬ 
vide accurate weather 
forecasts, according to the 
Times. It also requests ac¬ 
cess to a phone’s contacts, 
supposedly to help users 
connect with friends. The 
app also has access to mi¬ 
crophones, cameras, cal¬ 
endar and other data. 

A security expert who said 
he analyzed the app for 
the Times, Patrick Wardle, 
said that ToTok "does what 
it claims to do" as a com¬ 
munications app, which is 
the "genius" of the app if it 
is being used as a spy tool. 
"No exploits, no backdoors, 
no malware," he wrote 
in a blog post. The app is 
able to gain insights on us¬ 
ers through common func¬ 
tions. 

In a blog post Monday, 
ToTok did not respond di¬ 
rectly to Sunday's Times re¬ 
port, but said that with "ref¬ 
erence to the rumors circu¬ 
lated today about ToTok," 
the one goal of the app's 
creators was to create a 
reliable, easy-to-use com¬ 
munications platform. □ 


Researcher: Data on 267 million Facebook users exposed 



In this Aug. 11, 2019, file photo an iPhone displays a Facebook 
page in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


By FRANK BAJAK 
AP Technology Writer 

A Ukrainian security re¬ 
searcher reported find¬ 
ing a database with the 
names, phone numbers 
and unique user IDs of 
more than 267 million 
Facebook users — nearly 
all U.S.-based — on the 
open internet. That data 
was likely harvested by 
criminals, said researcher 
Bob Diachenko, an inde¬ 
pendent security consul¬ 
tant in Kyiv. 

The database, which 
Diachenko discovered 
with a search engine, was 
freely accessible online for 
at least 10 days beginning 
Dec. 4, he said. He noti¬ 
fied the internet provider 
where it was hosted when 
he found it on Dec. 14; five 
days later it was no longer 
available. 

Diachenko said someone 
downloaded the data¬ 
base to a hacker forum 
two days before he dis¬ 


covered it so it may have 
been shared among on¬ 
line thieves. 

He first reported the find¬ 
ing Thursday in partnership 
with the U.K. tech news 
website Comparitech, 
which editor Paul Bischoff 
said has been helping write 
up Diachenko's discoveries 
of unsecured databases 
for about a year. 


The researcher provided 
the AP with a 10-record 
sample from the database 
and the IDs — and two 
phone numbers that were 
answered — checked out 
against real Facebook us¬ 
ers. 

The evidence suggests the 
data was collected illegal¬ 
ly, most likely by criminals 
in Vietnam who may have 


"scraped" it from public 
Facebook pages or by 
somehow obtaining privi¬ 
leged access to the ser¬ 
vice. Scraping is automat¬ 
ed data-harvesting done 
by bots. A small fraction 
of the database include 
details on Vietnam-based 
users. 

Diachenko said he did not 
share the database with 
Facebook, which did not 
directly confirm the finding. 
In a statement, the social 
network said it was inves¬ 
tigating the issue and that 
the finding "likely" involved 
information obtained be¬ 
fore Facebook took un¬ 
specified data-protection 
measures in recent years. 

In 2018, the social media gi¬ 
ant disabled a feature that 
allowed users to search 
for one another via phone 
number following revela¬ 
tions that the political firm 
Cambridge Analytica had 
accessed information on 
up to 87 million Facebook 


users without their knowl¬ 
edge or consent. 
Diachenko said he had 
not determined when the 
data was collected. He 
said all the records had 
time stamps from January 
to June 2019 but that it was 
unclear who generated 
them. Security experts say 
the affected Facebook 
users are at higher risk of 
being targeted by spam, 
password-stealing phishing 
attacks and identity theft 
attempts. The information 
can be cross-referenced 
with physical and email 
addresses and other data 
obtained in other data 
breaches. Facebook user 
IDs are unique numbers 
associated with individual 
accounts. 

In September, the news site 
TechCrunch reported that 
Facebook IDs and phone 
numbers for more than 400 
million users were similarly 
found exposed online by a 
researcher. □ 
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 




Rooi Santo # 25m 
4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 


Oceania # 213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo, 


Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 


Tamarijn # 59 

4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: {297) 733 4663 • phone info@arubahomeminders.com - email www.arubahomeminders.com ■ website 


Champagne and shoes: Luxury stores adapt to changing shopper 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2019, photo shows customers shopping in the shoe department at the 
Nordstrom NYC Flagship in New York. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
NEW YORK (AP) — To get 

that monogram tote bag 
by Louis Vuitton or leather 
Flashtrek sneakers by Gu¬ 
cci, the go-to place had 
been luxury department 
stores. 

Not anymore. Now, there 
are far more options to ac¬ 
cess exclusive labels. You 
can buy them at online 
sites like Netaporter. Or get 
them barely used through 
sites like Fashionphile and 
The RealReal. You can 
even rent an entire rotating 
wardrobe through compa¬ 
nies like Rent the Runway. 
“The consumer is king. And 
they can buy luxury brands 
in different places,” says 
Steve Sadove, former CEO 
and chairman of Saks Fifth 
Avenue and now senior 
adviser a MasterCard. 

The new entrants have dis¬ 
rupted the luxury sector by 
creating different channels 
to attain the seemingly un¬ 
attainable. For luxury de¬ 
partment stores that once 
had a lock on where the 
well-heeled could shop, 
that has forced them to 
reimagine their approach. 
They now offer new servic¬ 
es as well as food and alco¬ 
hol to lure back customers 
who were once exclusively 
theirs. 

At Nordstrom’s women’s 
flagship in Manhattan, for 
instance, customers sip 
champagne and nibble 
on small bites while try¬ 
ing on shoes. Recognizing 
the growing popularity of 
second-hand sites, Neiman 


Marcus is rolling out shops 
where customers can sell 
their designer belong¬ 
ings as part of a partner¬ 
ship with Fashionphile, an 
online resale accessories 
company. And as part of 
a $250 million renovation of 
its flagship store in Manhat¬ 
tan, Saks Fifth Avenue has 
dedicated its main floor 
to luxury handbags that's 
staffed with 50 handbag 
style advisers, in addition to 
sales associates. 
Meanwhile, brands like Gu¬ 
cci and Louis Vuitton are 
opening more of their own 
stores and expanding on¬ 
line. Robert Burke, a luxury 
consultant, says they are 
trying to control their future 


as they watch their prod¬ 
ucts get discounted on re¬ 
sale sites. 

Joseph Aquino, president 
of real estate services firm 
JAACRES, sees luxury’s fu¬ 
ture with fewer stores that 
focus on “less product" 
and “higher prices.” 

In one sense, traditional lux¬ 
ury stores are no different 
than other brick-and-mor- 
tar retailers that must now 
fiercely compete with on¬ 
line rivals. But the exclusivity 
they used to command by 
catering to a niche market 
of wealthy spenders is be¬ 
ginning to erode, especially 
among the new-moneyed 
set of shoppers in their 20s 
through their 40s who can 


afford high-end merchan¬ 
dise but may still be looking 
for a deal. 

Millennial and Generation 
Z accounted for 47% of lux¬ 
ury consumers in 2018 and 
for 33% of all luxury sales 
worldwide in 2018, accord¬ 


ing to a study by consulting 
firm Bain & Co. Together, 
however, they contributed 
to virtually all of the mar¬ 
ket’s growth, compared 
with 85% in 2017. 

Overall, the global market 
for personal luxury goods 
is healthy, buoyed by a 
strong economy and the 
spending power of China. 
The sector reached a re¬ 
cord high of $286.53 billion 
(260 billion euros) in 2018 
— a 6% increase from the 
year before, according to 
Bain. Jewelry in particular 
has been one of the top 
luxury growth categories. 

In the U.S., luxury sales ex¬ 
cluding jewelry have fallen 
1.9 % through November 
compared to a 3.4% in¬ 
crease in overall retail sales 
excluding autos and gas, 
says MasterCard Spend- 
ingPulse, which tracks sales 
across all types of pay¬ 
ments. That’s in part be¬ 
cause of store closures and 
a drop in international tour¬ 
ists. 

Luxury shoppers like Sabina 
Gill present challenges to 
luxury department stores.□ 



All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Ainm Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in end outside rooms). 
Swimming Pool. Gym. Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets. Less than 1 mile from 
Eagle Beach & 4 Large Supermarkets. Feel Free to contact or visit us. Mon-Fri: 
Sam - 7pm. Sat & Sun : dam - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697 
Calls from USA 4 Canada: 1-83M15-1995 (loll free) 

Calls from The Nederfands: 085-009-0211] (toll free) 
Schotlandstraat 70. OranjesLad, Aruba 

Email: info@arubaqualityaparliinents.com 
_ Website: ww.arubatiualiivaparirTienis.com _ 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Conceptis Sudoku 



I lilllkNlllV. J .U\ L-l ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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TIME SHARE FOR RENT 
Paradise Villas X-mas 

$850 also Bonaire Fliming 
Beach 12/21/28 $625 Studio 
for sale Divi Golf Rm 4201 
wk 35 8/29 - 25 wks left $1998 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_212138 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
Golf Studio week 50 2/12/20 

25 wks left Unit 2314 $2800 
and Studio Rm 128 
Divi Dutch Village $1995 or BO 
Divi Village wks 17 Studio 4/25 
24 weeks left $1800 BO 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_212138 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1BR wk# 46 $8500 

Phase 2, 2nd floor 

Ocean/Pool View 

Contact: deleodoors@gmail.com 

(stateside)203-558-7592 

_212141 


TIMESHARE SALE 
Divi Phoenix 

Package of fixed weeks 52 
and one already to use 2020 
plus 23.000 points exchange 
any time of year Interval 
eldl2007@gmail.com 
+ 1-8496 557191 

_212254 


FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk one jan 4-11-2020 
2 bdr suite Beach Ocean Front 
Call. 941 343 1088 USA 


tsday 


BCNDlA 


How to Kg-ach us! 



Halley Time Travel 

MarriottOceanClub 

La Cabana Beach Resort 

For rent 2020. 

2BR E unit wk 49 /50ocean front 

1-Br Oceanview $3K each 
from:03/22/20-03/29/20(3) 

grond floor $15 K each 

:03/20/20-03/27/20(2) 

DiviLinksGolf 

; 02/21/20-02/28/20(4) 

2 BR/WK# 3 $22K 

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks 

MarriottSurfClub Forsale 

DiviVillage 

Platinumseason 

studio/wk#1 $7K 

2-BR OceanView $15,5K 

buildingC with 34 weeks 

2-BR OceanSide $16,5K 

DutchVillage: 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

studio wk#52 $7500 

3-BR OceanView $28K 

17weeks 9 accelerated 

DiviLinksGolf 

Marriott SurfClub 

$7,500 

PlatinumPlus 

Studio wk#1 building4 

WK51 OceanView $39K 

WK52 OceanView $49K 

24-weeks 8-accelerated 

WK51&52 OceanFront 

DiviLinksGolf 

$160K:bothweeks 

1-BR WK#4$8K 

looking to buy 

birdie-1 with 20 weeks 

2 BR wk 52 ocean front or 

studio/wk#5 $8,000 

ocean side 

birdie-4 with 28weeks 

EagleResorts 

Marriott OceanClub 

3-BR wk#51 $25K 

PlatinumSeason 

1-BR wk#51&52 $25K 

1-BR OceanView $9K 

bothweeks 

2-BR OceanView $16,5K 

La CabanaBeachResort 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

Thursday check-in 4thfloor 

Divi Link Golf 

1 BR wk 51 $9000 

For Rent 2020 1 BR wk 3 $2200 

4th floor thursday check 

La Cabana 1 BR wk 3 $1800 

1-BR wk#52 $8,5K 

GoldSeason 

La Cabana Beach 

1-BR OceanView $4K 

Sunday check in 

2-BR OceanView $9K 

1 BRwk49 

2sd floor $5,5 K 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

1 BR wk 50 

2-BRPH WK49 &50 
building7/ 7thfloor 

3rd floor $5,5 K 

32weeks on each $24K each 

Renaissancesuites 

2-BRPH WK #1 

1-BR wk#51 $9K 

building6 / 7 thfloor 

5thfloor/harborview 

28weeks $30K 

CPV Resort 

1 Br wk# 52 $7000 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

1 Br wk# 3/4 $6000 each 

2 BR WK 50 

2 Br wk# 5/6 $7000 each 

building6/3rdfloor 

House Forsale 

33weeks $22K 

TierraDelSolGolf 

1-BR/WK#2 

3-BR , 2-Bath $520 K 

building8/groundfloor 

Ponton upscale houses close 

32weeksremain $16K 

to town 

lOmin drive from major beaches 

DiviLinksGolf 

4 BR , 2 bath , Pool, $370 K 

1-BR WK51 $12,5K 

Le Vent 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

*Condo near Eagle Beach 

2BRWK51 $24 K 

3-BR, 2-Bath , $650 K 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

propertyland (commercial) 

'1-BR WK#1&2 

41,000 sq feet $60 ,per sq feet 

Birdie 9 with 30 weeksremaining 

propertyland near town 

on each $10K each 

6000 sq feet $850 K 

Studio WK#2 $7,5K 

DiviVillage 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

5th-floor building-C 

'1-BR WK#3 $9K 

25weeks remain on each 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

1-BR wk#1 $8,500 

Studio/wk#1 $7,500 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 24 

Celebrity Summit 
Britannia / Braemar 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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^SCIENCE 



Scientists claim to find ancient seawall off Israeli coast 



This photo provided by Ehud Galili shows what researchers say is 7,000-year-old-seawall along 
Israel's Mediterranean coast. 


HAHOTRIM BEACH, Is¬ 
rael (AP) — An interna¬ 
tional team of research¬ 
ers says it has discovered 
a 7,000-year-old-seawall 
along Israel's Mediterra¬ 
nean coast, providing evi¬ 
dence that coastal com¬ 
munities protected them¬ 
selves against rising waters 
even in ancient times. 

The scientists believe the 
more than 100-meter-long 
(110-yard-long) structure 
acted as a fortification 
against surging waters and 
storms. The study, published 
Wednesday in the Public Li¬ 
brary of Science One jour¬ 
nal, said the Neolithic era 
village, called Tel Hreiz, was 
abandoned and eventu¬ 
ally swallowed by the sea. 
"Here we have an exam¬ 
ple, a practical example of 
a process that is still going 
on. We can see a whole 
community which are now 
under the sea," said Ehud 
Galili, lead researcher and 
archaeologist from Israel's 
Haifa University. 

The researchers believe the 
structure was built by villag¬ 
ers out of riverbed boulders 
found several kilometers 
(miles) away. The site lies 
just south of the northern Is¬ 
raeli port city of Haifa. 

While seas were rising at a 
faster rate during the Neo¬ 


lithic period than they are 
today, the causes were 
much different, accord¬ 
ing to co-author Jonathan 
Benjamin from Flinders Uni¬ 
versity in Australia. 

"There’s a big difference 
between climate change 
and prehistory which was 
naturally occurring, and cli¬ 
mate change now, which is 
due to this huge human in¬ 


tervention," Benjamin said. 
Still, similar to contempo¬ 
rary coastal communities, 
Benjamin said the villagers 
of Tel Hreiz had to make 
"the very human decision" 
to stay or go as the coast¬ 
line receded. The ancient 
settlement was first ex¬ 
posed in the mid 1960s and 
re-covered by thick sands. 
After winter storms along 


Associated Press 

the coast in 2012 and 2015 
moved these sediments, 
the structure was uncov¬ 
ered. Archaeologists have 
also dug up pottery, animal 
and human remains that, 
based on carbon dating, 
are believed to be from the 
same settlement. 

The community, Galili said, 
was an "early Mediterra¬ 
nean fishing village" which 


relied on farming, animal 
husbandry and exploitation 
of the land and sea. During 
the excavations, they also 
found early examples of ol¬ 
ive oil extraction. 

At first, researchers con¬ 
sidered the possibility that 
the wall was built for other 
reasons like agriculture or 
protection from attackers. 
But Galili said that during 
this period, enemies would 
have come from land and 
not the sea. He also said 
there was no sign that the 
wall extended around the 
village to defend against 
land invasions. He conclud¬ 
ed the wall "has no other 
function possible" except 
to protect against the ele¬ 
ments. 

Researchers say the sea¬ 
wall itself — found about 
120 meters (130 yards) off 
the coast — is the only 
structure of its kind found in 
Israel's coastal region, mak¬ 
ing it a "unique example" of 
the human response to the 
threat of shrinking coast¬ 
lines in the Neolithic period. 
Roland Gehrels, a physi¬ 
cal geographer at Britain's 
University of York who spe¬ 
cializes in sea-level studies 
and was not involved in this 
study, called the discovery 
a "fascinating find." He said, 
□ 



In this 2019 photo provided by the University of Iowa, Professor 
Russell Ciochon holds a cast of a Homo erectus skull at his lab 
in Iowa City. 

Associated Press 



Scientists narrow age estimate 
for fossils of human ancestor 


NEW YORK (AP) — Scientists 
say they have finally calcu¬ 
lated the age of the young¬ 
est known remains of Homo 
erectus, which is generally 
considered an ancestor of 
our species. 

The fossilized skull frag¬ 
ments and other bones 
were uncovered on the 
Indonesian island of Java 
in the 1930s. Determining 
their age has been a scien¬ 
tific challenge, and a wide 
range has been proposed 
by numerous studies. 

In a report released 
Wednesday by the journal 
Nature, scientists conclude 
the remains are between 
108,000 and 117,000 years 
old. Researchers used five 
dating techniques on sedi¬ 
ments and fossil animal 
bones from the area, com¬ 


bining 52 age estimates for 
the analysis. The project 
took 13 years to complete. 
"I don't see any way to date 
this site more thoroughly," 
said paleoanthropologist 
Russell Ciochon of the Uni¬ 
versity of Iowa, an author of 
the study. 

H. erectus arose in Africa 
about 2 million years ago 
and spread widely there 
and in Asia, and possibly 
into Europe. It reached 
Java more than 1.5 million 
years ago, and the new 
dates suggest it died out 
at least 35,000 years before 
the arrival there of our own 
species, Homo sapiens. 

H. erectus may have been 
doomed on Java by cli¬ 
mate change that turned 
its open woodland environ¬ 
ment into rain forest, Cio¬ 


chon said. Still, it evidently 
existed longer on Earth 
than any other species on 
our "Homo" branch of the 
evolutionary tree. 

Susan Anton, a New York 
University anthropologist 
who did not participate in 
the work, called the dating 
effort "heroic." But she said 
she considered the report¬ 
ed age range to be too 
narrow. She said she pre¬ 
ferred a span of less than 
550,000 years old to more 
than 100,000 years old. 
That's roughly what she 
and co-authors proposed 
in a paper published in 
2011. The younger end of 
the range in that paper 
was as recent as 120,000 
years, which she said is vir¬ 
tually the same as the new 
result. □ 
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Times Square characters head to Rock Center for the holidays 



In this Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019 photo, people snap pictures with familiar costumed characters, 
who solicit money to perform for the photos in Times Square in New York. 

Associated Press 


By SABRINA CASERTA 
NEW YORK (AP) — Visitors 
headed for Times Square 
have long been bedazzled 
by thick crowds, bright 
lights, and a cadre of cos¬ 
tumed characters who si¬ 
dle up to tourists, pose with 
them for pictures, then per¬ 
sistently pressure them for 
tips. 

Complaints about the 
sometimes aggressive be¬ 
havior of the performers 
prompted the city in 2016 
to passed a law relegating 
the Times Square charac¬ 
ters to 8-by-50 foot "activ¬ 
ity zones" where they might 
annoy fewer people. 

Now, with the holiday sea¬ 
son in full swing, some of 
the costumed superheros, 
Muppets and Disney char¬ 
acters have headed to the 
equally crowded environs 
around Rockefeller Cen¬ 
ter and its iconic Christmas 
tree. 

The scene on a recent 
weekend was a familiar 
one, though absent the 
activity zones that keep the 
characters penned in. 

"All right, smile," one dad 
said as he snapped a pic¬ 


ture of his two girls stand¬ 
ing with Minnie and Mickey 
Mouse on Fifth Avenue. 
After he pulled out his wal¬ 
let and handed over a few 
dollar bills, he was greeted 
by grumbling from Mickey 
that this wasn't enough. 


because there were two 
characters in his picture, 
not one. 

Ed Saverino, of New Jersey, 
brushed by the characters 
on his way to see the tree 
as someone else politely 
declined a photo opportu¬ 


nity. 

"Don't do it!" Saverino 
shouted. "It’ll cost you $100." 
"I'm from around here," 
Saverino said. "So I know 
the deal. These guys are 
predatory. If you wanna 
take pictures with people. 


then let them come to you. 
Don't go running up to peo¬ 
ple and touching them." 
After a Times Square Elmo 
was arrested in September 
for grabbing a 14-year-old 
girl's buttocks as she posed 
fora photo with him, Mayor 
Bill De Blasio promised strict¬ 
er enforcement to ensure 
harassment wouldn't hap¬ 
pen again, but didn't out¬ 
line how he'd do so. 

On a recent Sunday, three 
Minnie Mouses and one 
Mickey Mouse character 
roamed the sidewalks out¬ 
side Rockefeller Center. 
Each politely declined to 
be interviewed. 

Some passersby defended 
them as harmless and fun. 

"I work down here, right by 
Rockefeller Center, and 
I think they should be al¬ 
lowed to take pictures 
wherever they want," said 
Jen Radin, who was ac¬ 
companied by her son 
and daughter. "Maybe not 
during the week because 
it forms crowds, and it's al¬ 
ready hard enough to walk 
around here. But on the 
weekends, I don't see a 
problem.'Q 


Mexican wrestlers thrill public at historic Metro station 



Mexican wrestler Relampago Veloz encourages the crowd dur¬ 
ing a "lucha libre" fight in Mexico City, Saturday, Dec. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Tinie- 
blas, one of the grandmas¬ 
ters of Mexican wrestling, 
looked on from a stage 
over the weekend as lucha 
libre wrestlers put on a free 
show for spectators at the 
open air plaza of Metro In- 
surgentes. 

The young men donned 
studded collars, devil horns, 
masks and —of course— 
tight pants as they hurled 
insults, kicked one another 
in the chest and swung legs 
like pendulums around op¬ 
ponents. The high-risk the¬ 
atrics were far more dan¬ 
gerous than when Tinieblas 
began his wrestling career 
in 1971, but the enthusias¬ 
tic cheers and jeers of the 
crowd sounded the same. 
Taking wrestling to the 
streets on a day of leisure 
struck Tinieblas as brilliant, 
since some fans lack the 
time or economic means 
to see a match in an arena. 
"Right now, with the lucha 


libre that they are seeing, 
they purge their sadness, 
their unhappiness — so 
many things," he said from 
behind a golden mask with 
black mesh over his face. Ti¬ 
nieblas, who is 80, conceals 
his identity even though he 
is retired from wrestling. His 
wrestling moniker means 
"darkness." 

"Lucha libre is a therapy. In¬ 
stead of yelling at the missis 
when they arrive home, or 
at the mother-in-law, they 
arrive calm. They already 
yelled at the wrestlers," he 
added with a chuckle. 

The display on the concrete 
esplanade of one of Mexi¬ 
co City's first Metro stations 
was put on by an arts foun¬ 
dation called LuchArte to 
commemorate 50 years of 
the city's heavily trafficked 
subway system. 

This particular station is 
ringed with concrete walls 
meant to evoke pre-His- 
panic architecture, with 
the city's tallest office tow¬ 


ers looming within eyeshot 
of the base of the sunken 
plaza. The colorless plaza 
served as a bleak back¬ 
drop for a shootout scene 
in the 1990 science fiction 
film "Total Recall," starring 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

"I think that without the 
Metro, the city would be 
chaos," LuchArte founder 
lliana So told the crowd be¬ 


fore the wrestling began on 
Saturday. 

Annual ridership of the 
Mexico City subway system 
tops 1.6 billion in a sprawl¬ 
ing metropolitan area with 
22 million inhabitants. The 
lines span 140 miles (226 
kilometers), making the 
capital's subway one of the 
most extensive urban rail 
networks in the world. 


Like riding the Metro, in¬ 
dulging in a lucha libre 
wrestling match is a quint- 
essentially Mexican pas¬ 
time. It's the second most- 
followed sport in the coun¬ 
try, after soccer. 

"Mexicans identify with lu¬ 
cha libre because Mexican 
culture is very colorful," said 
So, alluding to the bright 
colors of the wrestlers' cos¬ 
tumes as well as their flair 
for the dramatic. 

The bravado on display 
over the weekend includ¬ 
ed a five-woman match 
filled with grunts, slaps, 
chest pumps, body locks 
and flips. An Aztec princess 
in fishnet stockings took on 
the bad girls with the help 
of a little person whose hits 
and punches drove the 
crowd wild. 

"C'mon little one!" cheered 
a spectator as children 
chanted "Again, again!" 
every time the blonde 
woman with dwarfism en¬ 
tered the ring.Q 













TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER 


M9IPE0PLE & ARTS 




This image released by Warner Bros Pictures shows Jamie Foxx 
in a scene from "Just Mercy." 

Associated Press 
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Jordan and Foxx shine in urgent 
drama ‘Just Mercy’ 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

There’s usually one film that 
tops lists whenever power¬ 
ful legal thrillers are debat¬ 
ed — “To Kill a Mocking¬ 
bird,” set in the 1930s. Now 
comes a film showing how 
little has changed since 
then, based on a murder 
in the same Alabama town 
where Harper Lee wrote 
her masterpiece. 

“ Just Mercy ” is the real 
story of civil rights attorney 
Bryan Stevenson and his 
fight to keep an innocent 
black man from being ex¬ 
ecuted. It is urgent, searing 
and powerful, led by a first- 
rate cast. Though it portrays 
events more than 25 years 
ago, it is very much a film 
of 2019. 

Michael B. Jordan portrays 
Stevenson, who founded 
the Equal Justice Initia¬ 
tive, a legal organization 
that has successfully chal¬ 
lenged the death row con¬ 
victions of more than 130 
inmates. 

Earlier this year, he was the 
subject of HBO’s film “True 
Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s 
Fight for Equality.” 
Stevenson has been a 
dogged fighter for justice, 
someone Archbishop Des¬ 
mond Tutu once called 
“America's Mandela.” 
When Starbucks was faced 
with a racially charged 
uproar over the arrest of 
two black men at one of 
its stores in Philadelphia, it 


turned to Stevenson for ad¬ 
vice. 

The film follows one of his 
first cases, that of Walter 
McMillian, a black pulp- 
wood worker sentenced 
to death for the 1986 fatal 
shooting of an 18-year-old 
white woman. Stevenson 
was able to prove that a 
key witness had lied and 
prosecutors withheld im¬ 
portant evidence. 
McMillian is played by Ja¬ 
mie Foxx and it is his best 
work in years, raw, soul¬ 
ful and honest. Tim Blake 
Nelson, as the key witness, 
also turns in a stunning per¬ 
formance, as does Rob 
Morgan playing a death 
row inmate. Brie Larson as 
Stevenson’s assistant is un- 
flashy and strong. Jordan is 
the calm, quiet anchor of 
the film, his kind eyes radi¬ 
ating pathos. 

In a pivotal scene, Foxx’s 
character asks Stevenson 
why a Harvard-trained at¬ 
torney has come down to 
the South and risked vio¬ 
lence to do this legal work. 
“I know what it’s like to be 
the shadows,” Stevenson 
responds. “That’s why I’m 
doing this.” 

Destin Daniel Cretton di¬ 
rected the film from a 
screenplay he co-wrote 
with Andrew Lanham, 
based on Stevenson’s best¬ 
selling 2014 memoir. Ste¬ 
venson is also an executive 
producer, and that ensures 
he’s illuminated in the best 


light. 

So if there’s one weakness 
in the film, it’s that it some¬ 
times veers into hagiogra¬ 
phy. The naturalism of the 
cinematography and act¬ 
ing sometimes clashes with 
dialogue that seems overly 
polished. 

“I just want to help people," 
Jordan says at one point. 
“I just have to figure out 
how.” In another scene, 
Foxx declares to his attor¬ 
ney: “I got my truth back. 
You gave that to me.” 

The film at times follows oth¬ 
er great courtroom dramas 
that build to a emotional 
conclusion such as “My 
Cousin Vinny” and “A Few 
Good Men" but “Just Mer¬ 
cy” has larger and deeper 
social issues constantly 
swirling, including criminal 
justice reform, the death 
penalty and racial profil¬ 
ing. If ever there was an 
example of how film can 
slide from entertainment to 
advocacy, this is it. 

With the exception of 
Larson and a young cor¬ 
rections officer, no white 
characters come across 
as anything but venal and 
Alabama is portrayed as a 
place where African Amer¬ 
icans are “guilty the mo¬ 
ment you’re born.” While it 
ends on a happy note, you 
cry for all those generations 
of people railroaded into a 
cell. “Just Mercy” is not al¬ 
ways an easy film to watch, 
but it is necessary .□ 


Busy Philipps says her family likes 
spontaneous travel 


NEW YORK (AP) — Busy 
Philipps and her screen¬ 
writer husband, Marc Silver- 
stein, jet around the world 
a lot with their two daugh¬ 
ters, ages 6 and 11, and of¬ 
ten don’t have much time 
to plan ahead. 

“My husband and I have 
always been spontane¬ 
ous travelers because of 
the way that our jobs work. 
We never know and can 
schedule things aside from 
big holidays," the actress 
told The Associated Press in 
a recent interview. 

With the holiday travel sea¬ 


son upon us, the “Freaks 
and Geeks" star is encour¬ 
aging parents not to be 
afraid to book a last-min¬ 
ute family getaway. She’s 
promoting the HotelTonight 
travel app, which offer dis¬ 
counts on last-minute ac¬ 
commodations. 

Just make sure the whole 
family is on board with the 
idea, she says. 

“My friends who have kids 
are always asking, isn’t that 
more stressful? But it’s not. 
It’s better in a weird way 
because your expectations 
are lower and you’re kind 


of like all in it together,” she 
said. “It becomes a family 
adventure and the kids re¬ 
ally get into it.” 

As for traveling with kids, 
her advice is: Be prepared, 
bring snacks or even whole 
meals, and don’t be too 
tough on activities. 

“We have no limits on 
screen time on an airplane 
or in a car trip," she said. 
She tries to encourage oth¬ 
er things, like card games 
or coloring, but if the kids 
just want to watch movies, 
"I'm like, 'OK, that sounds 
fun. Great. 
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Saudi Arabia cuts loose with bevy of models and a rave 



In this Saturday Dec. 21, 2019 photo, people attend a concert, part of the MDL Beast Festival, a 
three-day musical extravaganza in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

Associated Press 


By AYA BATRAWY 
DIRIYAH, Saudi Arabia (APj 

— Supermodels and social 
media mavens, their make¬ 
up artists and hair stylists in 
tow, posed at a concert 
in leather pants, chunky 
sweaters and trendy black 
combat boots. What was 
unusual about these In- 
stagram posts was that 
they were all deliberately 
tagged in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. 

The bevy of Instagram 
stars, former Victoria's Se¬ 
cret models, including 
Alessandro Ambrosio, and 
Hollywood actors like Ryan 
Phillipe, Ed Westwick and 
Wilmer Valderrama were 
invited to Saudi Arabia 
over the weekend to pro¬ 
mote the kingdom's most 
eye-popping effort yet at 
showcasing the dramatic 
changes taking hold in this 
country, where more than 
half of its 20 million citizens 
are under 25 years old. 

The efforts are aimed at 
boosting the economy 
while polishing Saudi Ara¬ 
bia's image abroad and 
appealing to the young. 
It's a staggering pivot from 
just three years ago, when 
religious police would storm 
restaurants playing music 
and harass women in malls 
for showing their face or 
wearing red nail polish. 
Now, the kingdom has 
movie theaters and con¬ 
certs. Women are allowed 
to drive and travel with¬ 
out male permission, and 
they can sit with men, un¬ 


segregated at restaurants. 
The kingdom began issu¬ 
ing tourist visas this year. 
Female visitors are not re¬ 
quired to wear the conser¬ 
vative black-flowing robe 
known as the abaya and 
headscarves in public. 

At Riyadh airport, a booth 
welcomes tourists with 
pamphlets on etiquette in 
Saudi Arabia, labeled "Our 
Code of Conduct." 

"Both men and women are 
asked to dress modestly in 
public, avoiding tight fitting 
clothing," it explains. "Wom¬ 
en should cover their shoul¬ 
ders and knees in public." 
Apparently, not all the V.I.P. 
guests flown to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia on private jets got the 


memo — some opted for 
stomach-baring bralettes 
under open coats. 

The blast of glossy social 
media posts helped draw 
attention to the visit's pur¬ 
pose — to promote MDL 
Beast, a three-day musi¬ 
cal extravaganza in Ri¬ 
yadh that drew more than 
130,000 visitors on its first 
day alone, according to 
the General Entertainment 
Authority. Ticket prices 
started at just 75 riyals ($20), 
but organizers were eager 
to ensure a big turnout so 
tickets were also handed 
out for free to some gov¬ 
ernment employees. 

More than 70 world-re¬ 
nowned DJs were invited to 


perform across five stages 
to the backdrop of surreal¬ 
ist performances — includ¬ 
ing one with a woman in 
a skintight sky blue leotard 
writhing from a hot air bal¬ 
loon over a crowd of young 
Saudi men. 

Men and women cut loose 
and danced at the unprec¬ 
edented rave-like event. 
Thousands waited for hours 
to get in. 

A popular social media ac¬ 
count, Diet Prada, named 
and shamed some of the 
celebrities present, ac¬ 
cusing them of allegedly 
accepting six-figure sums 
for attendance and geo- 
tagged posts to "rehabili¬ 
tate the image of Saudi 


Arabia." 

Earlier this year, hip-hop 
star Nicki Minaj pulled out 
of performing in the king¬ 
dom over concerns about 
women's rights, gay rights 
and freedom of expression. 
When asked by The As¬ 
sociated Press, the enter¬ 
tainment authority that 
licensed MDL Beast said 
some people had been 
compensated for promot¬ 
ing the event, but denied 
such high sums were paid 
to individuals. 

While the social changes 
ushered in by Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
have been sweeping, so 
too is his crackdown on 
criticism and political ex¬ 
pression. The prince has 
overseen the country's war 
in Yemen, which has led to 
the world's worst humani¬ 
tarian crisis, and the arrest 
of women’s rights activists, 
clerics and writers. 

He's also drawn interna¬ 
tional condemnation for 
the killing of Saudi writer 
and Washington Post col¬ 
umnist Jamal Khashoggi in 
Turkey, slaughtered by Sau¬ 
di agents inside the Saudi 
Consulate in Istanbul last 
year. 

The incident tarnished 
Prince Mohammed's inter¬ 
national image though his 
popularity is undeniable at 
home. 

The fully veiled Hassan said 
she wasn't raised on this 
kind of entertainment, but 
has no problem with her 
kids enjoying it. Q 


Whoo's there? Georgia family discovers 
owl in Christmas tree 


ATLANTA (AP) — A Georgia 
family got a real hoot from 
its Christmas tree: More 
than a week after they 
bought it, they discovered 
a live owl nestled among its 
branches. 

Katie McBride Newman 
said Friday that she and 
her daughter spotted the 
bird on Dec. 12. They had 
bought the 10-foot (3-me- 
ter) tall tree from a Home 
Depot, brought it back to 
their Atlanta area home 
and decorated it with lights 
and, coincidentally, owl or¬ 


naments. 

"It was surreal, but we 
weren't really freaked out 
about it," McBride New¬ 
man said. "We're really out- 
doorsy people. We love the 
wilderness." 

The family opened win¬ 
dows and doors near the 
tree hoping the owl would 
fly away, but it didn't. 

'The owl seemed to be 
pretty comfortable, and 
I thought, 'Hey buddy, it's 
not going to go well if you 
just stay here. There's no 
food. I'm sorry,"' said Mc¬ 


Bride Newman's husband, 
Billy Newman. 

So the family called a non¬ 
profit nature center for 
help. The Chattahoochee 
Nature Center caught the 
bird and helped the family 
release it. 

McBride Newman said 
she believed the bird had 
been in the tree since they 
bought it, but was hidden. 
"We think he was just in 
there hugging the trunk," 
she said. "It's a very dense 
tree and it was very fresh. 
That's why we picked it.'Q 



This photo provided by Billy Newman Photography shows an owl 
nestled in a Christmas tree that belongs to Katie McBride New¬ 
man in Newnan, Ga. 

Associated Press 
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